
Spelling List C-1O
Words with Double Consonants

Spelling Words

1. spill

2. berry

3. happy

4. really

5. messy

6. lettuce

7. carrot

8. puzzle
+ Review Words •9. traffic

. 16. however10. pizza

17. about11. errand
. 18. flower12. litter

13. address * Challenge Words *

14. collect 19. successful

15. happen 20. necessary

Abcf Your Spelling Words

Each of this week’s spelling words has a double
consonant.

> Which letters are consonants? Which ones are
vowels?

> Which spelling word has two sets of double
consonants?

> Read the words below. Which four have
double consonants?

magical treetop correct winner

dress butterfly beetle tools
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Name: Spelling List C-lO

5.

Fix the Misspelled Words

Circle the spelling word in each sentence.
If the word is spelled correctly, write CORRECT on the line.
If the word is spelled incorrectly, write the correct spelling on the line.

1. There was a lot of leftover pizza from the birthday party. 1.

2. Nicholas is always happy to help a friend in need. 2.

3. One of my least favorite chores is changing the cat liter. 3.

4. Carlos put a leaf of lettice on his sandwich. 4.

5. The local library will collect books for children in need.

6. Vijay hair looked messie when he got up in the morning

7. I realy enjoyed the trip to Niagara Falls.

8. The bakery moved to a new address last week.

9. There was a piece missing from the puzzel.

10. ‘How did this happen?” my mother asked.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
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N arnie:

_________________________

11. Lexi picked a barry from the bush and ate it. 11.

12. That was the worst traffick jam Molly had seen in agesl 12.

13. Do not spill your soup. 13.

14. Would you please run on arrand for me? 14.

15. this carrit was grown in our garden. 15.

+ Review Words

16. Icant wait to hear all abow your trip to Chinal 16.

17. Stacy picked a lovely, pink flower from the field. 17.

18. Richie likes his checkered shirt; however, a button tell oft, 18.

* Challenge Words *

19. It is necissary for you to dress warmly in the winter. 19.

20. Brenda had a successful presentation at work today. 20.
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Name List C-1O: Double Consonants

I

Unscramble your spelling words.

1. ilpIs

2. rolfew

3. ardenr

4. ratcor

)

5. eorwehv 13. rcyaesnse

6. sctsusleuc 14. payhp

7. zueplz 15. obtua

8. leryla 16. seysm

9. eteuclt 17. criftta

10. dsecirsd 1 8. teirtI

11. lotcecl 19. rebyr

12. ziazp 20. pahnep

Spelling Scramble

0
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Find your spelling words in the puzzle. Words are Ndden -*, ‘I-,and

Spelling Words Review
Words with Double Consonants (from Unit C-8)

SPILL CARROT ADDRESS HOWEVER

BERRY PUZZLE COLLECT ABOUT

HAPPY TRAFFIC HAPPEN FLOWER

REALLY PIZZA Challenge Words

MESSY ERRAND SUCCESSFUL

LETTUCE LITTER NECESSARY

Name:

F

Spelling Word Search
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Name:

1. spill

2. berry

Spelling Words
List C-iD: Double Consonants

3. happy

4. really

5. messy

6. lettue

7. carrot

8. puzzle

9. traffic

10. pizza

Write each spelling word twice.
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Name:

_____________________________

List C-1O: double consonants

11. errand

________________________ _______________________

12. litter

_____________________________________ ____________________________________

13. address

_______________________ ______________________

14. collect

________________________ _______________________

15. happen

(• Review Words ••

16. however

_______________________ ______________________

17. about

______________________ ______________

18. flower

________________________ _______________

* Challenge Words *

19. successful

_________________________
________________

20. necessary
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Name: Spelling Unit C-i 0

r Alphabetical Order

Rewrite each word list in alphabetical order.

1. berry, carrot, about, address

2. errand, collect, flower, happen

3. however, happy, litter, lettuce

4. necessary, messy, puzzle, pizza

5. successfully, really, spill, traffic
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Name

1.

2.

3.

4.

Spelling Test
List C-1O: Double Consonants

13.

14.

Date:

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

17.

18.

19.

Review Words •:•

* Challenge Words *

5.

6.

15.

•:•

16.

12. 20.





Spelling list C-13
Romophones

f,SpelIing Words

1. ant

2. aunt

3. there

4. their

5. theyre

6. brake

7. break

8. your
I < Review Words +9. youre

16. license
10. beat

17. distance
11. beet

12. sail
18. yesterday

13. sale * Challenge Words *

14. bare 19. clothes

15. bear - 20. close

AboJ Your Spelling Words

Each of this weeks spelling list has pairs of words
that are homophones.

Homophones are two or more words that are
pronounced the same, but they are spelled
differently and have different meanings.

Read the words below. Find two pairs of
homophones in the list (four words total).

tape fare sees look

seas book fair tap
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Name:

_________________________

SpelUng List c-i 3

---flisPeIIeidsS
Circle the spelling word in each sentence.
If the word is spelled correctly, write CORRECT on the line.
If the word is spelled incorrectly, write the correct spelling on the line.

1. Isaac needs to take a brake from that video gamel 1.

_____

2. carly is going to fix the break on her bicycle. 2.

_____

3. Ariel is excited that her favorite store is having a big sail. 3.

_____

4. The Dobson family is going to sale across the ocean. 4. -

5. Amir’s aunt cooks a special breakfast for his birthday. 5.

_____

6. The ant is capable of carrying objects many times its size. 6.

_____

7. Do you think their making too many changes here? 7.

_____

8. There are nineteen children in that third grade classroom, 8.

_____

9. Those musicians had better practice they’re music more! 9.

____

10. I cant believe you’re going to let him win! 10.
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Name:

11. You do not need to raise your voice when you disagree. 11.

12. I.J.’s family saw a grizzly bare in the Canadian Rockies. 12.

13. The branches on the trees in our front yard are bear. 13.

14. Seamus is determined to beet Shone at golt. 14.

15. Only one beat remains on the dinner plate. 15.

<. Review Words

16. Some people say thai love can bridge any distence. 16.

17. Justine passed her road test and earned her license. 17.

18. Yesterday I bought a new phone. 18.

* Challenge Words *

19. “Please put your close away,’ Meggie’s mom told her. 19.

20. The teacher will clothes the door when it gets too noisy. 20.
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Name:

r

Rewrite each word list in alphabetical order.

1. ant, bear, aunt, bare

Spelling Unit C-13

2. license, break, close, beat

3. you’re, there, sale, yesterday

4. their, beet, distance, your

5. they’re, clothes, sail, brake

Alphabetical Order
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Unit C-13

Find your spelling words in the puzzle. Words are hidden -, ‘i’,and.

Spelling Words Review
Homophones (from Unit C-il)

ANT BREAK SALE LICENSE

AUNT YOUR BARE DISTANCE

THERE YOU’RE BEAR YESTERDAY

THEIR BEAT Challenge Words

THEY’RE BEET CLOTHES

BRAKE SAIL CLOSE

Name:

( Spelling Word Search
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CN TAHGIMA F NGE B I
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Name:

2. aunt

3. there

4. their

5. they’re

6. brake

7. break

8. your

9. you’re

10. beat

Spelling Words
List C-13: Homophones

Write each spelling word twice.

1. ant
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Name:

_______________________________

List C-13: Homophones

11. beet

_____________________ ______________

12. sail

________________________ ________________

13. sale

_______________________ _______________

14. bare

_______________________ _______________

15. bear

_______________________ _______________

•• Review Words ••

16. license

___________________________ __________________

17. distance

_________________________ ________________

18. yesterday

________________________ _______________

* Challenge Words *

19. clothes

_________________________ ________________

20. close

_________________________ ________________
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Name:

ACROSS
2. Where is

____

coat?

3. wind catcher

7. contraction for they are

8. to drve a car, you need a....

9. ;nsect that lives in a colony

10. vegetable that grows underground

12. The drver ht the

____

to make the car stop.

14. Be careful. Don’t

____

the vase.

15. belonging to them

16. It you do not have shoes or socks on, you
have

____

teal.

17. opposite of open

DOWN
1. how far away something is

2, contraction for you are

3. cheaper than normal

4. large; hairy animal

5. shirts, pants; socks

6. day before today

11. Where is my puppy?

_____

he is!

12. what you do too drum

13. your mother’s or fathers sister

I Spelling Crossword Puzzle
Unit C-13: Homophones
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Spelling Crossword Puzzle
C- 13: Homop hones

Spelling Words

you’re

they’re

license distance yesterday

clothes

of the puzzle page.

Teachers: Copy this word bank to the back
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Name:

Spelling Scramble

List c-i 3: Homophones

Unscramble your spelling words.

1. soelhct

______________

2. raeb

_____________

3. erba

_____________

4. seyaedytr

______________

5. tebe 13. cirbek

6. oryu 14. clelsne

7. eh’etry 15. aetb

8. nta 16. ehrti

9. sietcnda 17. olecs

10. ials 18. eheir

11. uoe’ry 19. erbka

12. nuta 20. asel
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Name Date:

Spelling Test
List C-13: Homophones

Review Words

Challenge Words
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U SC HO LAST! C

EDITION 4

with
Weekly
Reader.

Reading Skills
Practice Test #1

Use this practice test to get ready for standardized tests.

C 2016 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. TEACHERS MAY MAKE COPIESOF THIS PAGE TO DISTRIBUTETO THEIR STUDENTS.

Instructions
This test is divided into two sections.

Here are some helpful hints for taking this practice test—or any test:

• Make sure you understand each question fully before you answer it.
How? Underline keywords. Restate the question in your own words.

• Always refer to the text to find answers. It’s a good idea to go hack and
reread parts of the text to answer a question.

• ‘When you finish, check all your answers. You may find a mistake that
you can correct.

• Most important, relax! Some people get nervous before a test. That’s
normal. Just do your best.

F



© 20168Y SCHOlASTIC INC. TEACHERS MAY MAKE COPIES OF THIS PAGE TO DISTRIBUTETOTHEIR STUDENTS.

SECTION 1 READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

DIRECTIONS
Read the article below, and then answer the questions on pages 3 and 4.

Death of a Boy-King
King Tnt was just 9 years old when he

became the ruler of Egypt 3,300 years ago.
The young pharaoh, whose full name was
Tutankhamen (TOO-tahn-KAH-mehn), died
only 10 years later. His story has fascinated the
world since his tomb was found in 1922.

2 Scientists have since learned a lot about
Tut, but one thing has remained a mystery:
How did he die? Chris Naunton, director of
the Egypt Exploration Society, believes he may
have solved the puzzle. He studied nearly 100
years’ worth of evidence to come up with his
answer. He thinks the boy king was killed in a
chariot accident.

A Golden Discovery
3 Not much was known about Tut until British

archaeologist Howard Carter discovered
his tomb in Egypt more than 90 years ago.
Filled with gold-covered furnituH and other
artifacts, it was the best-preserved ancient
Egyptian tomb ever uncovered. In a special
room in the tomb, Carter found a stone
box with a series of golden coffins, stacked
one inside another. Inside the last one was
King Tnt’s mummy. The ancient Egyptians
preserved people as mummies because they
believed the dead would need their bodies in
the afterlife.

4 Over the years, experts have come up with
many theories, or ideas, about the cause of
Tm’s death, such as an infection from a broken
leg and a blood disease. Naunton decided to
try to crack the case himself.

Mummy Mystery
5 Naunton began by looking back at Cartefs

notes describing his discovery of Tut in 1922.
6 “We Iwantedi to see if there was anything

in there that might be worth following up,”
Naunton tells Scholastic News.

7 Carter’s notes show that Tnt’s mummy
wasn’t prepared like most other mummies.
For one thing, his chest had been stuffed with
linen and other materials.

8 That led Naunton to examine X-ray images
ofTut’s skeleton that had been taken over
the years. The images showed that the young

By Joe Bithar

z
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0
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C

(Continued on next page.)
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SECTION 1: READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

(Continued fmm previous page)

Death of a Boy-King

pharaoh’s heart and some of his ribs were
missing. Naunton thought that Tuts heart and
ribs must have been so badly damaged that
they were removed from his body before his
burial. He thinks Tut’s chest was stuffed with
linen to keep it from collapsing.

9 The question was: What could have caused
that much damage to Tut’s ribs and heart?

Testing a Theory
10 Ancient Egyptian rulers often rode in

horse-drawn chariots while hunting or
during battles. In the past, some experts
had suggested that Tut may have died in a
chariot crash. Naunton had the same idea, so
he decided to put that theory to the test. He
asked a group of car-crash investigators to
use computers to simulate a series of chariot
accidents. They determined that if a chariot
had struck the young pharaoh in a certain
way, it would have crushed his ribs and heart.
Naunton believed he had his answer.

Case CIosd?
11 Despite Waunton’s experiment, many

archaeologists don’t agree with his theory.
Some say Tut’s ribs didnt go missing from his
body until thousands of years after his death.
They think Carter’s team removed the ribs to
make it easier to carry the mummy out of the
tomb. They also point out that Tut wasn’t the
only pharaoh to be found without his heart.
Other archaeologists think Tut’s ribs might
have been damaged by another powerful
force, like a kick from a horse.

12 Still, Naunton stands by his theory. “At
this point, this is as good of a hypothesis
that we have,” he says. But, he adds, “I
wouldn’t want to think that this discussion is
completely over.”

How to Make a Mummy
The ancient Egyptians took about

70 days to prepare a body as a mummy.
Only rulers and wealthy people got this

treatment. Here’s how it was done.

• Add salt. Worlers completely filled and

covered the bddy with a type of salt called
natron. The natron dried out the body,

which helped to preserve it.

Wrap It up. After 40 days, workers washed

the body and rubbed it with scented oils.

Finally, they wrapped the body in strips of
linen and placed it inside a special coffin,
which was often decorated.

-.

• Remove the organs. The Egyptians usually

left in the heart. Other organs were stored

in special jars and buried with the mummy.

2

2
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SECTION 1: READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

1. PART A

What was the first step Chris Naunton took to try to figure out the cause of King Tut’s death?
® He examined X-rays of King Tut’s skeleton.
® He had car-crash investigators simulate chariot crashes.
© He studied the notes of the archaeologist who found Tut’s tomb.
© He had scans taken of King Tut’s mummy

PART B
Which detail from the article best supports the answer to Part A?
® “That led Naunton to examine X-ray images of Tut’s skeleton that had been taken over the years.”

(paragraph 8)
® “Naunton thought that Tut’s heart and ribs must have been so badly damaged that they were

removed from his body before his burial.” (paragraph 8)
© “He asked a group of car-crash investigators to use computers to simulate a series of chariot

accidents.” (paragraph 1W
© “Naunton began by looking back at Garter’s notes describing his discovery of Tut in 1922.”

(paragraph 5)

2. What does the phrase “crack the case” mean as it is used in paragraph 4?
® solve the mystery of King Tut’s death
® work with car-crash investigators
© break open King Tut’s coffin
‘© accept an assignment to study Titt’s murnniy

3. PART A
According to the article, how did King Tut’s mummy differ from most other Egyptian mummies?
® it was placed in a special, decorated coffin.
© None of Tut’s ribs weie missing.
© His chest was stuffed with salt and still had his heart.
© His heart was missing, and his chest was stuffed with linen and other materials.

PART B
Which detail from the sidebar “How to Make a Mummy” best supports the answer to Part A?
® Other organs were stored in special jars and buried with the mummy”
® ‘The Egyptians usually left in the heart.”
© ‘Finally, they ... placed it inside a special coffin, which was often decorated.”
© “Workers completely filled and covered the body with a type of salt called natron.”

(Cwitinued on next page)

SCHOLASTIC NEWS EDITION 4
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SECTION 1 READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

(Continued from previous page)

4. What is the section “Case Closed?” mostly about?

® what scientists know about King TuCs life
© why some scientists don’t think King Tut was killed in a chariot accident
© how mummies were made in ancient Egypt
© how King Rn’s tomb was discovered

5. In paragraph 12, Chris Naunton says, “I wouldn’t want to think that this discussion is completely

over.” What do you think he means by that statement? Give details to support your answer.

SCHOLASTIC NEWS EDITION 4
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SECTION 2 READING PAIRED TEXTS

DIRECTIONS
Read the following two articles, then answer the questions on pages 9-10. Use the articles to complete
the writing task on page 11.

ARTICLE 1

I Printed My Robohand
Leon McCarthy was born without

fingers on his left hand, but he doesn’t let
that slow him down. In 2012, the teenager
from Marblehead. Massachusetts, got a
prosthetic hand. He can open and close the
robotic fingers just by moving his wrist. He
can even throw a ball with it or hold a pencil
and draw pictures. But the coolest thing
about Leon’s robotic hand is that he made
it himself!

2 Leon built his hand with the help of a 3-D
printer. Instead of printing with ink, these
high-tech machines create 3-D objects
using materials like plastic or metal. People
have started using3-D printers to make just
about anything you can think of, whether
it’s a prosthetic hand, a missing Scrabble
tile, or a pizza!1

Building a Better Hand
3 Leon got the idea for creating his plastic

hand after seeing a video of a boy using a
similar device. Leon and his dad found the
printing instructions online and used a
friend’s 3-D printer to create the parts for
the hand. There were about 25 parts in all,
which took about 10 hours to print. Leon
watched some of the printing process.

4 “It was pretty hard to believe,” he says.
When all the parts had printed, Leon and

j his dad put them together with nails,
screws, Velcro, and other materials.

s The first hand they built was clunky and

(Continued on next page)

ByLau.raAnastasia andFrances Hannan

hard to use. “We call it the Frankenstein
hand because it has a really big bolt sticking
out of the side,” Leon says. Since then, Leon
and his dad have printed another version
of the hand that is more comfortable and
easier to use.

SCHOLASTIC NEWS EDITION 4
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SECTION 2: READING PAIRED TEXTS 4L :
(Con tin ned ft-on? previous page,)

I Printed My Robohand

(Con tinned on next page)

Thingiverse, a popular 3-0 printing
website, and similar sites.

Do It Yourself
6 3-0 printers have been around since

the 1980s. Companies first used them to
create examples of new products. Today,
3-0 printers are like mini-factories in
people’s homes. A home printer costs
anywhere from $300 to $3,000.

7 Joshua Pearce, a professor at Michigan
Technological University, says 3-0
printing can save people money. He
recently compared the cost of buying
household goods with the cost of creating
them with a 3-D printer. Printing 20
common items, including a cell phone
case and a spatula, would cost $18. Buying
the same 20 items online would cost more
than S300.

s ‘It simply costs people less money to
make things for themselves,” Pearce says.

9 Users don’t have to be computer
whizzes to print objects either. Pearce
points out that more than 125,000 free
designs can be easily downloaded from

A Modern Factory?
10 Companies like General Electric

and the Mattel toy company are also
benefiting from 3-D printing. It’s
allowing them to make some products
faster, cheaper, and with much less
waste. Prices for many products could
drop as the cost of making them falls.

ii The possibilities for 3-D printing
could be endless. Museums print 3-0
replicas, or copies, of statues and fossils.
NASA is experimenting with how to print
food for astronauts. Doctors are even
experimenting with using 3-D printers to
create live tissue and organs.

12 Meanwhile, Leon plans to continue
working to create better prosthetic
hands for kids like him.

1? “Ii feels good because I’m completing
people,” Leon says.

SCHOLASTIC NEWS EDITION 4
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SECTION 2: READING PAIRED TEXTS

ARTICLE 2

Teaching With Tablets
By Sarnantha Mccann

2

C

2

0

B
0

4

A boy leaned over focusing closely on
the object in his hands. A screen lit up his
face. It was one of the only lights around for
many miles. Kelbesa Negusse was playing
with a computer tablet.

2 Thanks to computer tablets like these,
kids in two villages in Ethiopia got their first
chance at an education. They were part of a
special project that began a few years ago.

3 Kelbesa lives in a small remote village
in Ethiopia, a country in East Africa. The
village, called Wenchi (WON-chee), doesn’t
have electricity, and villagers live in huts
made of mud and straw.

4 In 2011, Kelbesa had never heard
of a computer. He had never even seen a
word written down on paper. But by 2013,

thanks to his solar-powered tablet, he
could write the full English alphabet and
read severaJ English words.

5 “1 love the tablet,” Kelbesa told Scholastic
Ncu’s in Oromo, his native language. “1 can’t
imagine my life without {itl.”

6 Wenchi doesn’t have a school.
A U.S-based organization called One
Laptop per Child (OLPC) didn’t want that
to stop the kids from learning. The group is
finding new ways for kids like Kelbesa to get
an education—with the help of technology.

Without an Education
7 Ethiopia is one of the poorest countries in

the world. Millions of Ethiopians survive on
less than $2 a day.

4

(Continued on next page)
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(Coti tin ued from previous page)

Teaching With Tablets

s In Wenchi, kids do chores like herding
sheep and cooking for their families instead
of going to school. Poor villages like these
don’t have money to build schools or pay
teachers. Often, the nearest school is several
hours away.

9 More than 70 million kids worldwide don’t
have access to schools. Most of them are
illiterate. People who lack the basic skills of
reading and writing often can’t find jobs that
pay well or any job at all.

Quick Learners
Since 2005, OLPC has been providing

low-cost laptops and tablets to poor children
around the world. It loads the computers
with programs designed to engage kids and
help them learn on their own.

In 2012, OLPC put hundreds of
educational apps, books, and videos onto 41
computer tablets, then dropped them off in
Wenchi and another village in Ethiopia. The
group wanted to see how much kids could
learn without any help from adults.

The kids in the villages were given no
instructions on what the tablets were or how
to use them. Officials at OLPC expected the
kids to learn to use the tablets on their own,
but they were surprised by just ‘o
how quickly the kids caught on.

13 Within minutes, the kids had figured
out how to turn on the tablets. By the end
of the first week, they could use dozens of
the apps. Some kids even figured out how
to turn on the camera, which OLPC had
disabled. Kelbesa started recording and
editing videos using his tablet.

Powerful Tools
14 The tablets have helped the kids in

Wenchi learn to read as well as many
American kindergartners do OLPC officials
know that tablets can’t replace teachers.
Still, they say tablets are valuable tools for
reaching kids who can’t attend school.

is “If kids know how to read, then they can
also learn other subjects along the way,”
says Markos Lemma, who works for OLPC.
In the future, he adds, tablets might have
apps that teach about basic needs, like
nutrition. This could help families and
entire villages improve their lives.

16 Burtukan Megersa lives in the other
Ethiopian village that received the tablets.
She used to spend most of her time cooking
for her famihc Once she received the tablet,
she spent much of her day learning on her
own. She took a break only when it needed

to be charged. “The future will be
good,” Burtukan says.

10

11

12

4

0

0

Kelbesa
with a tablet
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SECTION 2: READING PAIRED TEXTS

1. Which sentence best describes what Article I is mostly about?
© Unlike regular printers, 3-D printers use materials like plastic and metal instead of ink.
© Some companies are using 3-D printers make products faster and cheaper.
© NASA is experimenting with how to print food for astronauts.
© People are using 3-0 printers to make new things, like prosthetic hands.

2. A prosthetic leg could best be described as a(an) limb.
© injured
® missing
© artificial
© printed

3. According to Article 1. how does the new version of Leon’s hand differ from the first version?
® It is harder to use.
® It is more comfortable.
‘© It has a big bolt sticking out of the side.
© It was made using a 3-D printer.

4. Which sentence from Article 1 describes how 3-U printers were originally used?
© “Todac 3-D printers are like mini-factories in people’s homes.” (paragraph 6)
© 3-0 printers have been around since thc 1980s.” (paragraph 6)
© “NASA is experimenting with how to print food for astronauts” (paragraph 11)
© Companies first used them to create examples of new products.” i’paragraph 6)

5. PART A
Based on Article 1, which of the following statements would Joshua Pearce agree with?

(4 3-D printers are too expensive for home use.
3-D printing can help people save money on househ4ld items.

© 3-0 printers are not very useful.
© People have to be specially trained to use 3-0 printers.

PART B
Which detail from Article 1 best supports the answer to Part A?
® “Printing 20 common items, including a cell phone case and a spatula, would cost $18.

Buying the same 20 items online would cost more than $300.” paragrap1z 7)
® “Users don’t have to be computer whizzes to print objects either.” (paragraph 9)
© “There were about 25 parts in all, which took about 10 hours to print.” cparagraph 3)
© “A home printer costs anywhere from $300 to $3,000.” (paragraph 6

6. If many people start using 3-D printers to create their own household goods, what effect might
that have on companies that produce those goods?

© The companies would probably make more money.
© The companies would probably hire more people to create more items to sell.
© The companies would probably make less money and might have to close down.
© The companies would probably build bigger factories.

(Continued on next page)
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SECTION 2. READING PAIRED TEXTS

(Con tin ued from previous page)

7. PART A

According to Article 2, what is the main goal of the organization One Laptop per Child (OLPC)?

® to help kids in Ethiopia go to college
© to help kids who cant go to school get an education
© to open schools in villages in Ethiopia
© to sell laptops to every family in the world

PART B

Which detail from Article 2 shows that the organization is working toward this goal in Wenchi?

® “The village, called Wenchi, doesn’t have electricity, and villagers live in huts made of mud and
straw.” paragraph 3)

® “OLPC officials know that tablets can’t replace teachers.” (paragraph 14)
© “In 2012, OLPC put hundreds of educational apps, books, and videos onto 41 computer tablets,

then dropped them off in Wenchi and another village in Ethiopia.” (paragraph 11)
© “Millions of Ethiopians survive on less than $2 a day.” paragraph 7)

8. PART A
What does illiterate mean in paragraph 9 of Article 2?

® unable to read or write
® unable to cook
© unable to use a tablet
© unable to herd sheep

PART B
Which sentence from Article 2 best supports the answer from Part A?

® “In 2011, Kelbesa had never heard of a computer.” t’paragraph 4)
® “People who lack the basic skills of 1eading and writing often can’t find jobs that pay well o any

job at all.” (paragraph 9)
© “Kelbesa started recording and editing videos using his tablet.” (paragraph 13)
© “In Wenchi, kids do chores like herding sheep and cooking for their families instead of going to

school.” ‘paragraph 8)

9. How does the author of Article 2 mainly organize the information in the section “Quick Learners”?

® by comparing and contrasting two ideas
® by describing a problem and how it can be solved
© by stating a point of view and supporting it with reasons
© by explaining events in the order that they happened

(Continued on next page)
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SECTION 2 READING PAIRED TEXTS
(Con tin ned from previous page)

10. Technology plays an important role in the lives of the kids in “I Printed My Robohand” and
“Teaching With Tablets:’ Write an essay comparing and contrasting the impact of technology
on the children described in these two articles. Be sure to explain the differences in the kinds of
technology that are mentioned. Include details from the two articles in your answer. You may
use additional paper if needed.
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Reading Skills
Practice Test #2

Use this practice test to get ready for standardized tests.
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Instructions
This test is divided into three sections.

Here are some heIpuI hints for taking this practice test—or any esti

Make sure you understand each question fully before you answer it.
How? Underline key words. Restate the question in your own words.

• Always refer to the text to find answers. Ies a good idea to go back and
reread parts of the text to answer a question.

• When you finish, check all your answers. You may find a mistake that
you can correct.

• Most important, relax! Some people get nervous before a test. That
normal. Just do your best.
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SECTION 1:READING INFORMATIONALTEXT

DIRECTIONS
Read the article below, and then answer the questions on pages 3 and 4.

Keep It Down!
By Katherine Tweed

The ocean has never been a quiet place.
Icebergs screech as they grind against each
other. Whales bellow to one another over long
distances. Some fish actually grunt to attract
mates or ward off predators.

z But because of humans, the world’s waters
are now noisier than ever before. Deep-sea oil
drilling, shipping, and other human activities
are the reason. Scientists think all that racket
is creating trouble for marine mammals that
must be able to detect sounds to survive.
Researchers are working to help find ways to
turn down the ocean’s volume.

Seeing With Sound
3 The deep ocean gets very little light, which

makes it hard for marine animals to rely on
only their eyesight to get around. Dolphins,
porpoises, and many types of whales use-
sound instead to help them “see.” This is
known as echolocation (see ‘“Seeing’ Dow i

Deep,” next page).
a Marine mammals also make sounds to

communicate with one another. For example,
some whales sing to attract mates, and
dolphins call each other by whistles that
serve as names.

s The ocean has excellent acoustics. Sound
travels farther and much faster through
water than through air. That allows marine
animals to communicate or find prey over
long distances. Unfortunately, that also
means they might hear the sound of a ship or
deep-sea oil drilling thousands of miles away.

Can You Hear Me?
Propeller-driven ships create the most

ocean noise. More than 90 percent of goods
transported between countries are carried by
ships. The booming noise these ships make
can be louder than a jet engine. Studies have
found that sea mammals are raising and
altering their voices to be heard over all the
underwater racket.

“For dolphins and whales, it’s like trying
to talk to a friend across a noisy classroom
or trying to hear the teacher when everyone
is shouting,” says Jason Gedamke. He’s
a scientist at the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Scientists don’t know exactly how being
forced to “shout” is affecting marine animals.
But they have discovered that loud booms
from ships can cause permanent injury,
such as hearing loss. And they think that all

Scientists are worried that the
is making it nearly impossible
to find a quiet spot,

excessive noise
for the animals
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(Continued on next page)
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SECTION 1: READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

(Continuedfmm previous page)

Keep It Down!

that human-made racket is likely making it
harder for whales and dolphins to hunt, find
mates, and listen for predators.

Lowering the Volume
s NOAA has spent six years mapping the

noise levels of human activities in the waters
around the U.S. It plans to combine that
data with maps that show the migration
routes and favorite feeding spots of marine
mammals. NOAA hopes that eventually
shipping and oil companies will use the
information to avoid areas where ocean
animals are most likely to be found.

io Other efforts are also under way to make
the ocean a quieter place. For example,
some ships used for research, including

those operated by NOAA, are being built
with quieter motors.

ii Experts say that the most encouraging
news comes from the International
Maritime Organization, which is
responsible for ocean safety worldwide.
In 2014, it set new international guidelines
that aim to reduce the noise levels of
commercial ships.

iz Scientists at NOAA say thaCs a major
step in the right direction. They hope that
;1th continued research, they’ll find clearer
evidence about the effects of ocean noise
pollution. That, in turn, could bring about
even more positive changes to help quiet
down the worlds oceans. Now that’s music
to a whale’s ears!

“Seeing” Down Deep
13 Dolphins are among the ocean animals

that rely on echolocation—the use of sound

waves and echoes to loca1e objects. A

dolphin sends sound waves through the

water. Those sound waves bounce off an

object and echo back to the dolphin.
14 The time it takes for the echo to reach the

dolphin tells it how far away the object s.

The way the sound echoes tells the dolphin

the shape, size, and speed of the object.
15 Marine animals use echolocation for

everything from avoiding obstacles and

predators to locating their next meal.
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SECTION 1 READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT S)’)* E*k
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1. PARTA

Which of the following points did the author make in the article?
® Humans cause noise pollution in the ocean.
® The ocean has become too quet in recent years.
© Marine mammals don’t have good hearing.
© Ships should stop transporting goods internationally

PART B
Which sentence from the article provides evidence that supports the answer to Part A?
© “Marine mammals also make sounds to communicate with one another.” (paragraph 4)
© “Icebergs screech as they grind against each other.” (paragraph 1)
© “The deep ocean gets very little light, which makes it hard for marine animals to rely on

only their eyesight to get around.” (paragraph 3)
© “Unfortunately, that also means they might hear the sound of a ship or deep-sea oil drilling

thousands of miles away” (paragraph 5)

2. PART A

According to scientists, which of the following is a possible effect of ocean noise pollution?
© Propeller-driven ships will no longer be allowed to transport goods.
© Some marine animals may have a tough time surviving.
© The ocean’s acoustics will become worse.
© Whales will stop bellowing to one anotheL

PART B

Which statement best supports the answer to Part A?
© “Propeller-driven ships create the most ocean noise.” i’paragraph 6)
© “Sound travels farther and much faster through water than through air.” (paragraph 5)
© “,.. all that human-made rackt is likely making it harder for whales and doLphins to hunt,find mates, and listen for predators.” (paragraph ft)
© “Dolphins, porpoises, and many types of whales use sound instead to help them ‘see.”

(paragraph 3.)

3. In paragraph 6, what sound is the boom of a propeller-driven ship compared to?
© a whale bellowing
® the screeching of moving icebergs
© a fish grunting
© the roar of a jet engine

4. If a place has good acoustics, it means that
© you can hear sounds cleady in it
© it can hold a lot of water
© it sounds like you are underwater in it
© it is very noisy

(Continued on next page)
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SECTION 1: READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

(CU?? rinuedfroin previous page)

5. Which detail provides evidence that people are working to lessen the amount of noise pollution in
the ocean?

® But they have discovered that loud booms from ships can cause permanent injury.
(pamgmpl7 8)

© “Scientists don’t know exactly how being forced to shout’ is affecting marine animals.”
(paragraph 8)

© ‘For example, some ships used for research . . . are being built with quieter motors.” (paragraph 10)

© “Studies have found that sea mammals are raising and altering their voices to be heard over all the
underwater racket.” (paragrapit 6

6. What is the purpose of the sidebar “Seeing’ Down Deep”? How does it support the main idea of the article?
Use details from the sidebar and the article to support your answer.
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SECTION 2: READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

DIRECTIONS
Read the article below, and then answer the questions on page 7.

A Dynamic Duo
By Frances Flannan

‘0

C

0

E

a

During the fourth quarter of a 2010
football game between Army and Rutgers
Universit the score was tied. Rutgers
player Eric LeGrand went to make a tackle,
something he had done countless times
before. But after the collision, he lay
motionless on the field. He had suffered a
spinal injury that left him paralyzed from the
neck down.

z For the past six years, LeGrand has
vorked with a team of physical therapists
to try to regain movement in the test of his
body. Doctors say he has made remarkable

progress. One member of his rehabilitation
team has been a special inspiration—a black
Labrador retriever mix named Willie.

3 \Villie is a service dog trained to work
with patients at the Kessler Rehabilitation
Center in New Jersey. She belongs to one
of LeGrand’s physical therapists, Sandra
Wojciehowski (woh-juh-HO\\-skee). \k’illie
helps LeGrand and other patients build
muscle strength and regain their balance.
The playful pup also provides much-needed
comfort to people who are dealing with the
emotional stress of being severely injured.

SCHOLASTIC NEWS EDItION 4
(Continued on next page)
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SECTION 2 READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

(Continuedfrom previous page)

A Dynamic Duo

A History of Helping
4 Dogs are called ‘man’s best friend” for

good reasons. They’re extremely loyal and
obedient. Canines also have keen senses of
smell and hearing. In the 1920s, people began
to realize that these qualities could benefit
people with disabilities.

5 The first modern service dogs were
trained to guide soldiers who had lost their
sight duringWorld WarT (1914-1918). In the
1960s, people began training dogs to aid
people with other disabilities. Today, tens of
thousands of service dogs perform many jobs
across the country

pushed him forward, LeGrand used the
muscles in his back to keep himself from
falling over.

8 Doctors never expected LeGrand to be
able to do the kinds of exercises he does with
Willie. When he was first injured, he couldn’t
breathe on his own, eat, or move any part of
his body but his head. Doctors weren’t sure
whether he would ever regain any movement.

9 But LeGrand has worked tirelessly at his
recovery. He can now move muscles in his
shoulders and back, and he has sensation
throughout his body.

10 LeGrand’s recovery would have been much
harder without Willie. “Even though you’re
working, you can have a good time doing it,”
he says, ‘so that definitely helps.”

ii When he finishes an exercise, LeGrand
usually lies back on the table, worn out from
the exertion. Willie curls up next to him with
her head on his chest. Often, LeGrand will
ask to pet Willie. Wojciehowski then takes his
hind and uses it to scratéh Willie’s ears and
belly. LeGr}nd hopes that someday he’ll be
able to pet Willie on his own.

Working Out
6 At first, LeGrand worked out at Kessler

for three hours a day, three days a week. The
therapy was grueling, but Willie was always
there to lighten the mood and prod her
patients when needed.

7 In one exercise, LeGrand sat upright on
a table. When Wojciehowski gav Willie
a comband to push, the dog nudged
LeGrand’s back with her nose. As the pup
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SECTION 2: READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

_____ ____

£

1. Which statement best helps the reader understand the meaning of rehabilitation?
® “Rutgers player Eric LeGrand went to make a tackle, something he had done countless times

before.” cparagraph 1)
• . LeGrand has worked with a team of physical therapists to try to regain movement in the

rest of his body.” t’paragraplz 2)
© “Canines also have keen senses of smell and hearing.’ Iprnvgmph 4)
© “Today, tens of thousands of service dogs perform many jobs across the country.” (paragraph 5)

2. The first modern service dogs were trained to

0 help patients with physical therapy
® comfort people who were paralyzed
© guide soldiers who had lost their eyesight during World War I
© guide young children who had been born blind

3. PART A:

What is the section “Working Out” mostly about?
® LeGrand doesn’t like physical therapy.
® Working with Willie often tires LeGrand out.
© LeGrand hopes to pet Willie on his own one da
© With Willie’s help, LeGrand has made a lot of progress in regaining his strength.

PART B:
Which of the following details best supports your answer to Part A?
® “Doctors never expected LeGrand to be able to do the kinds of exercise he does with Willie.”

(paragraph 8)
® “When he finishes an exercise, LeGrand usually lies back on the table paivgraph 11) -
© “Willie is a service dog trained to work with patients at the Kessler Relabilitation Center in

New Jersey’ p4mgiaph 3)
© “At first, LeGrand worked out at Kessler for three hours a day, three days a week.” paragmph 6)

4. Which sentence best summarizes the article?
® Dogs are called “man’s best friend” because they are loyal, obedient, and helpful to people.
© Dogs can be trained to do all sorts of jobs for people, including aiding people with disabilities.
© A service dog named Willie is helping a football player recover from his severe injuries.
© Eric LeGrand is working hard to rehabilitate his body after a collision with another player

left him paralyzed.
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SECTION 3: READING INFORMATIONAL. TEXT

DIRECTIONS
Read the article below, and then answer the questions on pages 9-10.

China’s Ancient Army
By Karen Kellaher

t

0

B

-C

In 1974, farmers digging a well in China
made a surprising discovery: a life-sized
statue of a soldier. It turned out to be one of
thousands. Over the years, archaeologists
have uncovered a whole army made of terra-
cotta, or baked c1a in the area.

2 The statues are from the tomb of China’s
first emperor. Experts have marveled at how
realistic they are. Each clay warrior is dressed
differently and has a unique face and hairstyle.
Some experts believe that the statues may
have been made to look exactly like the
soldiers who protected China’s powerful ruler.

Forever on Guard
Emperor Qin Shi Huangdi (chin shuh

3 hwong-dee) came to power more than 2,200
years ago. In 221 B.C., he united China for the
first time by conquering six rival kingdoms.

During his reign, Qin had an estimated
700,600 workers build an elaborate
underground palace where he would be
buried after he died. It’s believed that the
army of terra-cotta warriors was meant
to guard the tomb and protect Qin, who

5 Many experts have wondered if sculptors
used actual soldiers in Qin’s army as models
for the lifelike statues. To test that theory
a team of scientists from China and Great
Britain took digital photos of some of the
statues’ ears. Why ears? One reason is that
in real life, no two human ears are the same.

s ‘They act a bit like individual fingerprints,”
explains archaeologist Andrew Bevan.

7 The scientists have compared the ears of
30 statues. They’ve found that each one is
unique, meaning it’s possible that the statues
were modeled after real-life soldiers,

Hidden Tomb
8 Archaeologists could be uncovering

secrets of the terra-cotta army for years to
come. They believe there are about 8,000
statues in all. So far, they have uncovered
only about 2,000. Most of the tomb is
stil deep underground, as is the body of
tht emperor. But if archaeologists get to
excavate that area one day, they’ll have to
be careful. Legend has it that Qin’s tomb
is booby-trapped with arrows to prevent
people from entering.thought he’d continue to rule in the afterlife.

t.

I
1*’’ .F Oneofthepits

containing the -

statues is nearly,
the size of three

footballfields.
‘S.!

3
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SECTION 3 READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

I. Which sentence describes something Emperor Qin Shi l-luangdi accomplished during his reign?
® He discovered a life-sized statue of a soldier.
® lie united China for the first time by conquering six rival kingdoms.
© He uncovered the secrets of a terra-cotta army.
© He was buried in an underground palace.

2. Why do experts think Qin had terra-cotta soldiers placed in his underground palace?
® to guard the tomb and protect him in the afterlife
© to show what life was like in ancient China
© to make the palace more beautiful
© to preserve images of his soldiers

3. What is the meaning of excavate in paragraph 8?
® guard carefully
© uncover by digging
© protect from danger
© conquer with violence

4. PARTA:

Why did archaeologists take photos of the statues’ ears?
® They wanted to analyze the materials used to make the statues.
® The ears are the oldest parts of the sculptures.
© They were testing their theory about whether the statues were modeled after actual soldiers.
o The ears are the easiest part of the statues to photograph.

PART B:
Which of the following details best supports the reason the archaeologists chose to study the ears
over other body parts?

® ‘Each c1ay warrior is dressed differently and has a unique face nd hairstyle.” (paragraph 2)
® “Experts have marveled at how realistic they are.” (paragraph 25
© ‘Farmers ... made a surprising discovery: a Jife-sized statue of a soldier.” paragmph 1)
© “‘They act a bit like individual fingerprints’” t’paiagaiph 6)

(Con tinned on next page)
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SECTION 3 READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

(Continued from previous page)

5. In the section “Hidden Tomb;’ what additional details does the author provide about Qin’s tomb?

Based on these details, what can you infer about Qin? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
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Instructions
This test is divided into two sections.

Here are some helpful hints for taking this practice test—or anytest:

• Make sure you understand each question fully before you answer it.
How? Underline key words. Restate the question in your own words.

• Always refer to the text to find answers. It’s a good idea to go back and
reread parts of the text to answer a question.

• When you finish, check all your answers. You may find a mistake that
you can correct.

• Most important, relax! Some people get nervous before a test. That’s
normal. Just do your best.
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SECTION-i: READING INFORMATIONAL-TEXT

DIRECTIONS
Read the article below, and then answer the questions on pages 2 and 3.

Ferrets Make a Comeback
by Christen Brown lee

A few years ago, on a cool night in
Wyoming, biologist Dean Biggins sat in
his truck and shined a spotlight across the
ground. Suddenly, he saw a pair of eyes, and
his heart began to race. He had just spotted a
rare black-footed ferret.

2 Black-footed ferrets once roamed across
North America’s prairie, from southern Canada
to the southern tip of Texas. But by the late
1970s, scientists thought the animals had all
died out. They were wrong. Now scientists
like Biggins are helping the ferrets make a
comeback.

Disappearing Food
3 Black-footed ferrets prey- mainly on prairie

dogs, a type of squirrel that lives underground.
After eating a prairie dog, a ferret moves into
the prairie dog-s burrow

4 In the early 1900s, ranchers came to the
prairie. As they settled the land, they killed
millions of prairie dogs. The ranchers x-’anted
to stop the prairie dogs from eating the grass
that their cattle needed for food. Without
prairie dogs, the ferrets had a hard time
finding both food and shelter. As a result, the
ferrets suffered.

Back From the Dead
5 By 1979, scientists couldn’t find any ferrets

and declared them extinct. But two years later,
an amazing thing happened. A dog left a dead
black-footed ferret on its owner’s porch near
the town of Meeteetse, Wyoming.

6 Rushing to the search area, scientists found
a small group of ferrets that had survived But
a disease called sylvatic plague (sil-VAT-ik

To the Rescue
7 To save the ferrets, scientists took them to a

special center, where they helped the animals
breed. As the number of ferrets rose, scientists
re]eased young ferrets back into the wild. But
the animals weren’t used to living on their
own. Almost half died after just two weeks.

a Before releasing the next group of ferrets,
scientists taught the animals how to hunt and
live in burrows. That gave the ferrets the skills
they needed to survive on the prairie.

Tough Road Ahead
9 Today, black-footed ferrets are still

endangered. Only about 500 of them live in
the wild.

10 Sylvatic plague is still a threat. Scientists
give ferrets medicine to protect them. Another
challenge is getting ranchers to stop treating
prairie dogs as pests. The U.S. government
urges ranchers to let prairie dogs live on their
land. This allows ferrets to survive there too.
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SECTION 1: READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

1. PARTA

In paragraph l,the author uses the phrase “his heart began to race:’ What does this phrase tell you
about how Dean Biggins felt when he spotted a black-footed ferret?

® It shows that he was confused because black-footed ferrets don’t usually live inwvoming.
© It shows that he was proud because he was the first person to spot a black-footed ferret since the 1980s.
© It shows that he was excited because he knew his chances of spotting a black-footed ferret were slim.
© It shows that he was afraid because black-footed ferrets can pose a threat to humans.
PART B
Which detail from the article best supports the answer to Part A?
® ‘He had just spotted a rare black-footed ferret.” (paragraph 1)
© “Black-footed ferrets once roamed across North America’s prairie (paragraph 2)
© “Black-footed ferrets prey mainly on prairie dogs . . .“ (paragraph 3)
© “. . . scientists released young ferrets back into the wild.” (paragraph 7)

2. According to the article, why did ranchers kill prairie dogs?

® They mistook them for black-footed ferrets.
© They didn’t want to catch sylvatic plague from them.
© They wanted to make sure their cattle had enough grass to eat.
© They wanted to protect black-footed ferrets from them.

3. Which of the following statements about sylvatic plague is true?

® It affects only black-footed ferrets.
© It is the main reason so many black-footed ferrets died in the early 1900s.
© It affected the small population of black-footed ferrets discovered in the 1980s.
© It is no longer a threat to black-footed ferrets, thanks to scientists’ efforts.

4.PARTA . - . -

Which choice best describes what the author thinks about black4ooted ferrets?

® She is glad that they are not extinct, as scientists previously believed.
© She is worried about how their comeback will affect the prairie dog population.
© She thinks they should not be released into the wild.
© She believes that the government should do more to help them.
PART B
Which detail from the article best supports the answer to Part A?

® “But two years later, an amazing thing happened.” (paragraph 5)

© “But the animals weren’t used to living on their own” (paragraph 7)
© “Only about 500 of them live in the wild.” (paragraph 9)
© “The U.S. government urges ranchers to let prairie dogs live on their land.” (paragraph 10)

SCHOLASTIC NEWS EDITION 4
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ØJMIGN1: READING INFORMATIONAL TPJII. aa

______

5. Which of the following best summarizes the article?
® Black-footed ferrets live in North Americas prairie and rely on prairie dogs for their survival.
® Black-footed ferrets almost became extinct because of low food supply and disease,

but scientists are helping them make a comeback.
© Scientist Dean Biggins realized black-footed ferrets had not died out when a dog

found a ferret in 1981.
© Scientists have developed ways to protect black-footed ferrets from sylvatic plague,

but the discase is still a threat to the animals’ survival.

6. What does the word endangered mean as it is used in paragraph 9?
® in danger of dying out
© protected from danger
© dangerous
© easy to find

7. PARTA

Which conclusion is supported by the article?
® Breeding wild animals in special centers does more harm than good for these animals.
® Changes in the population of a species can have a big effect on the survival of other species.
© Black-footed ferrets are uniikely to ever survive in the wild on their own,
© Scientists are usually wrong when they declare a specics endangered.
PART B
Which section of the article best supports the answer to Part A?
® “Disappearing Food”
© ‘Back From the Dead”
© “To the Rescue’

-

© “Tough Road Ahead”

8. People affect black-footed ferrets in many ways. Using at least two details from the text, explain
whether people have had a positive or a negative effect on black-footed ferrets.
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SECTION 2: READING PAIRED TEXTS

DIRECTIONS
Read the following three articles and answer the questions on page 6.
Then use the articles to complete the task on page 7.

ARTICLE 1

Are Video Games Bad for You?
1 If you enjoy playing video games, you’re not alone. On average, kids ages 8 to 18 years old spend

more than an hour each day playing video games. What effect does all that gaming have on kids?

2 In recent years, scientists have found that too much game time may cause kids to become

addicted. Some studies show that it may also shorten their attention spans.

3 But other researchers have found that playing video games may not be all that bad. Some scientists

say that certain games help kids learn new information and even become more understanding of

other people’s feelings.

4 Do kids need to start powering off? Here’s what experts say about the issue.

YES! Games are harmful.

5 Spending too much time playing video
games can have harmful effects on kids.
Experts say it can make kids less social and
cause their grades to suffer.

6 Playing video games can even be addictive.
Psychologist David Greenfield helps kids who
struggle to limit their screen time. He says that
about 5 percent of game1s are addicted. They
have trouble letting go o[the controller.

7 Video games can also make it difficult to
stay focused on one task.

8 “The more time kids spend playing video
games, the worse their attention problems
seem to get,” says Douglas Gentile. He is an
expert on the effects of technology on kids.

9 Video games use features like changes in
light and sounds to catch your attention. That
means it takes more of an effort to keep your
focus when you’re not playing, Gentile adds.
This can cause problems in school.

10 Plus, experts point out, time spent playing
video games is time not spent being active.

ii “If you spend 8,9, 10 hours a day gaming,”
Greenfield says, ‘the only thing you’re moving
is your finger.”

NO! Games are good.

12 According to a recent study by Oxford
University in England, playing video games
up to an hour a day can actually have some
benefits for kids.

13 Andrew K. Przybylski, .‘ho led the study,
found that garners have fewer emotional
problems than non-garners. He also says that
kids who play video games f?r up to an hour
a day tend to be more social than those who
don’t play at all.

14 Some schools use video games to teach
math, computer literacy and English skills. A
popular classroom game is SIYnCÜJ’EDU, in
which players can create and run their own
cities. Many teachers like the game. They say
it lets students work on their problem-solving
skills using “real-life” situations.

15 Playing video games is also a great way for
kids to wind down, says psychologist Chris
Ferguson. He has studied how gaming affects a
person’s mood.

16 “It seems to be an activity that soothes
people and can reduce their stress,” Ferguson
says. “They have a bad day, they play, they
feel better.”
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SECTION 2 READING PAIRED TEXTS l’fr:z

R U 2 Plugged In?
Whether they’re playing Minecraft, watching

YouTube videos, or sending texts, kids today
are connected to technology like never before.
That has many adults worried that screens
may be taking over kids lives.

Screen Overload
2 Computers, TVs, video game systems,

smartphones—in todays world, it’s nearly
impossible to avoid screens. In many ways,
they make our lives easier. Phones and
computers connect us with friends or help us
do research for school projects.

3 The problem, experts say, is that many
kids spend a lot more time on these devices
than they should. The American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP) is a leading group of doctors.
It recommends that kids limit their screen
time to no more than two hours a day. But on
average, American kids spend about seven
hours a day in front of screens. According

4

F

C

4

to the AAP all that extra screen time could
lead to problems ranging from weight gain to
trouble sleeping.

Digital Distractions
4 Studies have shown that staring at screens

right before bedtime can keep you up at night.
5 “Even small amounts of technology use

after sundown tricks the brain into thinking
it’s daytime and impacts sleep,” psychiatrist
Victoria Dunckley explains.

6 She adds that it’s important to take plenty
of screen breaks during the day too “to allow
the brain to rest.”

ARTICLE 3

A Brain Boost?
Super Mario was
created in 1981.

You may have heard that playing video
games will rot your brain. But research shows
that the opposite may actually be true!

2 In a recent study in Germany, 23 adults
played Super Mario 64 for a half-hour each
day for two months, Scientists then compared
scans of the players’ brains taken before and
after the experiment. They found that some
parts of the gamers’ brains got bigger. The
bulked-up areas of the brain are used for tasks
like remembering things and problem solving.

3 Another study found that playing video

0
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z
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games may boost creativity’. About five hundred
12-year-olds took part in the studc The kids
told researchers how often they played video
games. Then they took a test that measured
their creativity. Kids who pkiyed video games
the most got the highest scores for creativity.

Researchers have some ideas about why
gamers seem to be so creative. In video games,
players often control characters who get to
do a lot of things people can’t do in real life.
That can fire up kids’ imaginations, says Linda
Jackson, who led the study.

4
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SECTION 2: READING PAIRED TEXTS

1. PARTA

What is one idea presented in both Article 1 and Article 2?

® Kids can become addicted to video games.
© Some video games are more harmful than others.
© Playing video games is the most popular form of entertainment among kids today.
© Too much time spent playing video games can have negative effects on a person health.

PART B

Choose one detail from each text that supports the answer to Part A.

Article 1, “Are Video Games Bad for You?”

® “On average, kids ages 8 to 18 years old spend
more than an hour each day playing video
games.” (paragraph 1)

©“. . . time spent playing video games is time not
spent being active.” (paragraph 10)

©“.. . kids who play video games for up to an
hour a day tend to be more social than those
who don’t play at all.” (paragraph 13)

Article 2, “RU 2 Plugged In?”

© “. .
. kids today are connected to technology

like never before.” (paragraph 1)
© “Phones and computers connect us with

friends or help its do research for school
projects.” (paragraph 2)

extra screen lime could lead to problems
ranging from weight gain to trouble sleeping.”
(paragraph 3)

2. How does paragraph 2 of Article 2, “RU 2 Plugged In?,” fit in with the rest of the article?

® Paragraph 2 mentions many types of technology. The rest of the article focuses only on video games.
© Paragraph 2 gives information about the types of digital devices adults use. The rest of the article

informs readers about how kids use technology.
© Paragraph 2 suggests that using technology can have benefits. The rest of the article warns against too

much screen time.
© Paragraph 2 makes the claim that technology can have a positive effect on people’s lives. The rest

of the article supports this claim,

3. In Article 3, “A Bra4i Boost?;’ what is the author’s main point about video gzmes? Explain how the
author uses evidence to support this point.
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SECTION 2 READING PAIRED TEXTS .
.

.
.::,...

.

.
..

.
.

. TTcTT
. *.:. .

DIRECTIONS
Refer to the articles “Are Video Games Bad for You?:’ “RU 2 Plugged In?:’ and “A Brain Boost?”
to complete the task below.

4. Imagine that your principal is deciding whether to allow kids to use your library’s computers to play
video games. Write an opinion piece for your school newspaper that states where you stand on this
issue. Support your position using details from the three articles provided. You may use additional
paper if needed.
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Practice Test #4
Use this practice test to get ready for standardized tests.
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Reading Skills

r

Instructions
This test is divided into three sections.

Hre are some helpful hints for taking this prac1ice test—or any test:

Make sure you understand each question fully before you answer it.
How? Underline key words. Restate the question in your own words.

• Always refer to the text to find answers. It’s a good idea to go back and
reread parts of the text to answer a question.

•When you finish, check all your answers. You may find a mistake that
you can correct.

Most important, relax! Some people get nervous before a test. That’s
normal. Just do your best.

A
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The deep sea is home to some of the most
unusual creatures on the planet. They live in
a world with no sunlight. The seawater isa
bitter-cold 36.5 degrees Fahrenheit (36.5°Fl.

2 In November 2014, 1 visited this strange
world. It was the most exciting trip of my life:
a mile-and-a-half journey to the bottom of
the Pacific Ocean. A submersible calledAlvin
took me there. Scientists have been using
this underwater vehicle to observe the ocean
for more than 50 years. It was even used to
explore the shipwreck of the Titanic in 1986.

3 Alvin recently got several upgrades.
The sub has many new features, including
improved cameras and robotic arms. Scientist
Stefan Sievert set out to visit the Pacific
seafloor in Alvin, and I was lucky enough to
get a chance to go with him.

Into the Water
4 We sailed from ?.exico into the eastern

Pacific aboard the research ship z-ltlniztis. It
took us three days to reach the study site—a
group of openings in the seafloor called
hydrothermal vents. Warm fluids flow out of
these vents. The scientists were researching
life near there.

S On the morning of my dive in Alvin, I
climbed into the sub with Sievert and pilot
Phil Forte. Our trip to the seafloor was
smooth and quiet. We watched through the
windows as the water changed from green
to blue to black. Near the bottom, Forte
turned on the lights. At first, we saw only
the seafloor’s shiny black rock. But soon we
reached the vents. The’ were surrounded by
animals, including worms, fish, and crabs.

At the Seafloor
7 At one vent, Sievert Eotioned to me.

“You’ve got to see this, he said. Outside his
window was a tower of tube worms so tall that
I couldn’t even see the top. There must have

F been thousands of them.
s Tube worms can grow to be more than

6 feet long. They have no eyes, no mouth, and
no stomach. Microbes live in a pouch in the
tube worms’ bodies and make food for them.

9 Next we saw a vent called a black smoker.
The thick black fluid that flows from this type
of vent is very hot—more than 660P Small
worms that live there can survive extremely
high temperatures.

10 The day flew by as we explored. Finally,
after six hours, Forte said, Time to get going.”
I wish we could have stayed longer!

©2ol6ovscHoLAsTIcINc.TEAcFIERsMAYMAKEc0PIEsOFTHIS PAGETODISTRIaUTEIRThEIRSTUDENTS.

SECTION 1: READING SCIENTIFIC T

DIRECTIONS
Read the article below, and then answer the questions on pages 2 and 3.

Journey to the Bottom of the Sea
Bylen Barone

6 Tiny creatures called microbes also live
at the vents. They make their own food from
vent fluids. Microbes form the base of the
food web here, just like plants do on land.
Many animals survive at these great depths by
eating the microbes.
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SECTION 1 READING SCIENTIFIC TEXT

1. Which of the following best states the main idea of the article?

® Alvin recently got several upgrades.
Hydrothermal vents are openings in the seafloor where hot fluid escapes.

© Animals living on the seafloor are very different from those that live on land.
© Scientists explore the deep sea in Alvin to learn about the strange creatures that live there.

2. Why does the author mention the Titanic in paragraph 2?

® to compare its features with those of Alvin
® to give an example of an important expedition Alvin has made
© to describe one of the exciting things she saw during her trip
© to explain why she was invited to explore the deep sea

3. Which sentence from the article suggests that the author enjoyed her trip to the seafloor?

® In November 2014, I visited this strange world,’ (paragraph 2)
® We sailed from Mexico into the eastern Pacific aboard the research ship Atlantis.” (paragraph 4)
© ‘On the morning of my dive in Alvin, I climbed into the sub with Sievert and pilot Phil Forte,”

(paragraph 5)
© “I wish we could have stayed longer!” (paragraph 10)

4. According to the article, how are microbes living near hydrothermal vents similar to plants on land?

® They both need sunlight to survive.
© They both need hydrothermal vents to survive.
© They are both at the bottom of the food web.
© They can both survive in strange environments.

5. Which choice best describes the relationship between tube worms and microbes?

® Tube worms eat microbes.
® Tube worms make food for microbes.

© Tube worms depend on microbes for food.
© Microbes and tube ‘worms compete for food,

6. In paragraph 1, the author states that the deep sea is home to some of the most unusual creatures on the

planet. How does the section “At the Seafloor” support this idea? Use at least two details from that section in
your answer.
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SECTION 1 READING SCIENTIFIC TEXT

7. PARTA

Which of the following can be inferred from the article?
@ Scientists discovered hydrothermal vents for the first time while exploring the deep sea in Alvin.
® Hydrothermal vents are dangeroLls for creatures living in the deep sea.
© Hydrothermal vents provide resources that deep-sea creatures need to survive.
© Hydrothermal vents are difficult to spot.
PART B
Which sentence from the article best supports the answer to Part A?
® “It took us three days to reach the study site—a group of openings in the seafloor called

hydrothermal vents.’ (paragraph 4)
® “At first we saw only the seafloor’s shiny black rock.’ (paragraph 5)
© ‘They were surrounded by animals, including worms, fish, and crabs.” (paragraph 5)
© “The thick black fluid that flows from this type of vent is very hot—more than 660°F!”

(paragraph 9)

8. Based on the article, which of the following is the best definition for submersible?
an underwater vehicle
a vehicle that recently got upgrades

© a vehicle used for very long trips
© a vehicle designed to explore hydrothermal vents

9. In paragraph 10, the author uses the phrase “The day flew by” What does this phrase suggest?
® She spent very little time at the bottom of the ocean.
® Alvin moved through the ocean at a very high speed.
© Time seemed to pass quickly while she was exploring the deep sea.
© She didn’t pay much attention to what happened during the day

10. According t the article, what makes the deep sea an unusual place for life? What helps creatures
survive ther{e? Use details from the article to support your answer.
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SECTION 2’ READING HISTORICAL. TEXT

DIRECTIONS
Read the article below, and then answer the questions on page 5

Powerful Words
Four score and seven years ago ... You’ve

probably heard this famous phrase before.
It’s the first line of one of the greatest
speeches in American history—the
GettysburgAddress. On November 19, 1863,
President Abraham Lincoln delivered the
speech to honor soldiers who had died in
the Battle of Gettysburg during the U.S.
Civil War (1861—1865). Though Lincoln
spoke for less than three minutes, we still
remember his powerful words more than
150 years later.

A Divided Nation
2 The Civil War was fought between

the Northern states (the Union) and the
Southern states (the Confederacy). The two
sides disagreed over many issues, especially
slavery. Eleven Southern states didn’t want
to give up owning slaves. They seceded from
the United States to form a new nation.
President Lincoln, who led the Union,
wanted to keep all the states together as
one nation.

3 The North and the South fought many
battles. The bloodiest was fought at
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, in July 1863.
After three days of fighting, Union forces
defeated the Confederate Army, led by
General Robert B, Lee.

4 The battle was a turning point in the
war. The Union victory forced Lee’s army
back into the South. But victory came at a
huge cost for both sides. More than 50,000
soldiers were killed or wounded.

A Special Speech
s In November 1863, Lincoln went to

Gettysburg to speak at the opening of a

cemetery for Union soldiers. Lincoln talked
about why winning the war was so important
for the Union. He spoke about how the
Founding Fathers had created a nation where
people were free to choose their leaders—and
how that nation must not be torn apart. He
said that the “government of the people, by
the people, for the people shall not perish
from the earth.”

6 In April 1865, the Confederacy surrendered.
Sadly, Lincoln was killed just days after the
war ended. But the message of his famous
speech lives on.

7 “We find meaning in it today because it
lexpressesl values that people still hold dear,”
says Civil War expert Caroline Janney.
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SECTION 2 READING HISTORICAL TEXT

1. According to “Powerful Words,” what was the main purpose of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address?
® to convince the Confederacy to surrender
© to declare a Union victory in the Civil War
© to officially outlaw slavery
© to honor Union soldiers and explain what they were fighting for

2. Which is the most likely reason the author included a quote by Carolinejanney?
® to clarify what the Union Army was fighting for
© to show that Abraham Lincoln was determined to keep the United States together:© to support the idea that the Gettysburg Address was not understood at the time it was delivered
© to explain why the Gettysburg Address is still powerful today

3. Which of the following states a cause of the Civil War?
® “President Abraham Lincoln delivered the speech to honor soldiers who had died in the Battle of

Gettysburg during the U.S. Civil War.” (paragraph 1)
® ‘The two sides disagreed over many issues, especially slavery.” (paragraph 2)
© “After three days of fighting, Union forces defeated the Confederate Army, led by

General Robert F. Lee.” (paragraph 3)
© “More than 50,000 soldiers were killed or wounded” (paragraph 4)

4. What is the purpose of the section “4 Divided Nation”?
® to compare the Gettysburg Address to other key events in the Civil War
© to give information about the Civil War and the battle that took place in Gettysburg
© to describe the effects of the Gettysburg Address on the Union and the Confederacy
© to summarize what Lincoln said in the Gettysburg Address

5. As it is used in paragraph 2, the phrase secededjrom means_.
®split from
© joiped with
© su&endered to
© defeated

6. The Battle of Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address were key events during the Civil War.
Explain why each event was important. Use details from the article to support your answer.
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SECTION 3 READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

DIRECTIONS
Read the article below, and then answer the questions on page 7.

Don’t Feed the Bears!
The black bears at Yosemite National Park

in California used to have a big junk food
habit. For years, about one third of their
diet consisted of chips, burgers, and other
food brought in by park visitors. But park
officials decided to take steps to stop bears
from feasting on human food. That decision
has turned out to be good for both bears
and people, because sharing food had led to
dangerous situations.

Bears Behaving Badly
2 For decades, officials at Yosemite had

encouraged bears to munch on human food.
Starting in the 1920s, park rangers set up
feeding stations, where they placed leftovers
for the bears. Visitors who wanted to see the
bears close-up would then know where they
were likely to spot them. Park officials hoped
that the feeding stations would also prevent
bears from traveling into neighboring areas
forfood. -

3 Unfortunately, these picnics created tr4uble
for park visitors. Once the bears became

hooked on human food, they began to look for
it in garbage bins and campsites. They even
broke into cars to get food people had left
behind. That meant that bears and humans
were getting too close for comfort.

A New Diet Plan
4 To try to get the bears to kick their bad

habits, Yosemite closed the last of its feeding
stations in 1971. But after nearly 50 years of
devouring human food, the bears weren’t as
interested in their natural diet of grasses and
berries.

5 In 1999, park officials tried another
approach to solve the problem. They installed
new bear-proof garbage bins and gave visitors
metal lockers for their food. The park also
educated visitors about the risks of leaving
food out.

6 A recent study found that these steps have
worked. It showed that the bears now get only
13 percent of their food from humans. This
has led to fewer problems between people
and bears.

Ei ±
:EEEN’flmTNa

Bear Incidents at Yosemite
Officials at Yosemite count the number of bear “incidents” in the park each
year. An incident is recorded when a bear damages property, steals food, or

injures someone. This graph shows bear incidents from 1997 to 2014.
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1. Which choice best states the main idea of the article?
® Park officials at Yosemite National Park have taken steps to stop bears from munching on food

meant for humans.
© Officials at Yosemite have started encouraging bears to feast on human food.
© Visitors to Yosemite are feeding the bears there, which is leading to serious problems between

bears and humans.
© Bear-proof garbage bins and metal lockers help people keep their food away from bears.

2. In paragraph 1,the author writes that sharing food had led to dangerous situations for bears and humans.
Which detail best supports this idea?

park rangers set up feeding stations, where they placed leftovers for the bears.” (paragraph 2)
© “{The bears] even broke into cars to get food people had left behind.” (paragraph 3)
© “. . the bears weren’t as interested in their natural diet of grasses and berries.” (paragraph 4)
© “. . . the bears now get only 13 percent of their food from humans.” (paragraph 6)

3. What is one reason park rangers atlosemite set up feeding stations for black bears?
® to educate park visitors about the bears’ eating habits
© to give park visitors more opportunities to see [he bears
© to prevent the bears from killing other animals for food
© to feed the bears healthier food than they could find in the wild

4. Which choice best describes how ideas are organized in the article?
® The author gives information about a problem at Yosemite National Park and then explains how

people are trying to solve it.
®. The author describes the current diet of black bears and then suggests a better diet plan for them.
© The author explains why some people want to prevent bears from eating human food and then

argues that people should treat bears better.
© The author compares the diet of bears at Yosemite National Park with the diet of bears that live at

other parks.

5. The author most likely included the graph with the article to show that.._,
® setting up feeding stations at Yosemite has increased problems between bears and humans
© more bear incidents occurred atYosemite in 1998 than in any other year
© it is difficult to predict the number of bear incidents in a given year
© the number of bear incidents atYosemite has been on the decline

6. What happened at Yosemite in 1999? Based on the graph, what immediate effect did this have on bear
incidents at the park? Use details from the text and the graph in your answer.

SCHOLASTIC NEWS EDITION 4
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Practice Test #5
Use this practice test to get ready for standardized tests.

H
USCHOLASTIC

Reading Skills

Instructions
This test is divided into four sections.

Here are some helpful hints for taking this practice test—or any test:

Make sure you undersiand the question fully before you answer it.
How? Underline key words. Restate the question in your own words.

Always refer to the text to find ans•vers. It’s a good idea to go back and
reread parts of the text to answer a question.

• When you finish, check all of your answers. You may find a mistake that
you can correct.

• Most important, relax! Some people get nervous before a test. That’s
normal. Just do your best.
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SECTION 1 READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

DIRECTIONS
Read the article. Then answer the questions that follow.

For Sale:
Volcanic
Power

In the U.S. and many other countries, most
electricity is created by burning coal or natural
gas. But in Iceland, people get power from
an unusual source They use the heat from
volcanoes!

2 When you hear the name Iceland, you may
think of ice and snow. But this island nation is
made up of more than 30 active volcanoes. And
where there are active volcanoes, there’s plenty
of heat below Earth’s surface. Power plants in
Iceland turn heat from those volcanoes into
electricity. That energy is used in homes and
businesses. Energy produced this way is called
geothermal power. -

3 Because Iceland has only about 317,000
people, it uses just a small part of that energy.
Iceland’s government wants to sell the unused
energy to its neighbors across the Atlantic. The
problem is how to get it there.

4 Engineers have proposed building a long
undersea cable to connect the island of Iceland
with the rest of Europe. The cable would
stretch nearly 1,000 miles. It would basically be
the world’s longest power cord.

Endless Energy
5 Iceland formed when molten rock gushed

from the ocean floor and cooled about
70 million years ago. The islands of Hawaii
formed in a similar way.

6 Today, rivers of magma still boil beneath
Iceland’s surface. A major volcanic eruption

Area of map

happens there about every three years.
7 Iceland’s underground volcanic activity

also creates pools of steamy water called hot
springs. The steam from these hot springs is
used to create geothermal energy

B Geothermal power is a renewable resource.
That means it can never be used up because
the supply of heat from within Earth is endless.
Using renewable energy is cleaner than
burning coal or natural gas, which creates
pollution.

Making a Connection
9 Many countries in Europe want to switch

to geothermal power. The proposed undersea
cable would first link Iceland to the United
Kingdom. Then the cable -vould link Iceland to
the rest of Europe, about 1,200 miles awa

10 The idea for an electrical cable connecting
Iceland to Europe has been discussed for years.
But officials in Europe had thought it would
be too expensive. Now, nations in Europe are
willing to pay more for renewable energy to
protect the environment.

z

z
0

3
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SECTION 1 READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT
-

1. Which detail is most important to include in a summary of the article?

® “Iceland’s government wants to sell the unused energy to its neighbors across the Atlantic.
® When you hear the name Iceland, you may think of ice and snow.”
© “The islands of Hawaii formed in a similar way.”
© “A major volcanic eruption happens there about every three years.”

2. PART A

How does the map add to the reader’s understanding of the article’s main idea?

® It shows that Iceland is an island with active volcanoes.
© It shows where the capital of Iceland is located.

© It shows the size of Iceland compared with that of other European countries.
© It shows the distance between Iceland and the rest of Europe.
PART B
Which detail from the passage best supports the answer to part A?

® “But this island nation is made up of more than 30 active volcanoes.”
© “Iceland formed when molten rock gushed from the ocean floor and cooled”
© “Then the cable would link Iceland to the rest of Europe, about 1,200 miles away.
© “Now nations in Europe are willing to pay more for renewable energy.”

3. Complete the chart by describing one cause and one effect of geothermal energy produced in Iceland.

Effect

4. How does the author support the idea that Iceland produces more energy than it uses?

® by stating the population of Iceland
© by explaining what a renewable resource is

© by describing how Iceland formed
© by comparing sources of energy used in the U.S. with those used in Iceland

5. Based on the article, which conclusion can be drawn about Iceland?

® It consumes more energy than most countries,

® Its government prefers to not deal with other countries.

© It produces a lot of pollution through its geothermal power plants.
© It has enough energy to sell to mainland Europe for many years to come.

Cause

Geothermal
.energy is
produced in

Iceland.
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SECTION 2 READING PAIRED TEXTS

DIRECTIONS
Read the following two articles about languages that are at risk of dying out.
Then answer the questions on pages 5 and 6.

Rescue Mission
by Natalie Smith

Every time Sean Sikora tvpes on a computer
at school, he’s doing more than just schoolwork.
He’s helping to save a dying language—one
that’s been spoken by his family for generations.

2 Sean is Cherokee. Like many American Indian
tongues, his tribe’s language is in danger of
being lost. To help the ancient language survive,
tribal officials are taking advantage of some new
too]s—computers and iPhones.

Language Lesson
3 The Cherokee make tip one of the largest

Native American groups in the U.S. It has more
than 300,000 members. But only about 10,000
Cherokee can speak their native language.

4 To help kids learn the language, tribal officials
opened the Cherokee Nation Immersion School
inTahlequah, Oklahoma, in 2001. From the first
bell to the last, most students at the sc iool learn
only in Cherokee.

S But it has been hard for kids like Sean to
use Cherokee outside the classroom, where
just about everyone speaks and writes in
English. Computers make it even harder to
communicate in Cherokee. That’s because the
written Cherokee language is very different
from English. Instead of26 letters, it has 85
characters. Regular computer keyboards
don’t have Cherokee characters.

6 To help Cherokee speakers type in their
language, the Apple computer company created
the first Cherokee keyboard in 2003. In 2010,
Apple went a step further; It added the language
to its iPhones and iPads.

y Students at the Cherokee Nation Immersion
School were excited by the news. “I thought

it was pretty cool because we didn’t have to
send letters,” Sean says. “We could lwritc in
Cherokeej on a phone or in e-mails or texts.”

Writing It Down
8 Like all American Indian languages, Cherokee
had long been spoken but not written down.
That changed in 1821, when a Cherokee
silversmith named Sequoyah created a written
form of his tribe’s language. Within 10 years,
almost all Cherokee were able to read and write.

9 Not long after, though, the language started
to become endangered. In the mid-iBOOs, the
U.S. government began forcing tribes off their
land. Later, the government set up boarding
schools where Native Americans were forced to
speak English. As the generations passed, fewer
native people learned the languages of their
ancestors. Of more than 300 Native Amerian
languages, only 175 remain.

If the students
at the Cherokee
Nation Immersion
School have
anything to say
about it,
Cherokee will
never vanish.

0
0
I
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Kidscan type
in Cherokee
on the iPhone.
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SECTION 2 READING PAIRED TEXTS

Whistle While You Learn
by Laura Modigliani

On the Spanish island of La Gomera,
kids are allowed to whistle in class. In fact,
whistling is required! The students are
learning an ancient language called Silbo
Gomero. It uses whistles instead of spoken
words. La Gomera is the only place in the
world where the language is used.

2 The people there have used Silbo Gomero
for centuries. For a longtime, it was the best
way to communicate across the island’s rocky
hills and valleys. An islander’s whistles can be
heard from up to 2 miles away.

3 ‘The houses were far from each other,
and there were no roads or phones,” says
Lino Rodriguez, who lives on the island.
“Whistling was easier than walking.”

4 But by the late 1990s, Silbo Gomero had
become in danger of dying out. Many of the
island’s native whistlers had moved
from the island to find better jobs.
New roads and the invention of
cell phones had majde it easier for
islanders to get in hSuch x.vith one
another across long distances.
A valuable piece of the island’s
culture was in danger of being
lost forever.

s In 1999, to keep the language
alive, the government made it a
required subject in schools. Now
nearly all of the island’s 24,000
citizens use Silbo Gomero as well
as Spanish.

6 Though Silbo Gomero has been
revived, many other little known
languages around the world may
soon be gone.

Dying Words
7 There are more than 7,100 languages in

the world. Some experts say that about half
of them will die out within the next century.
A language becomes extinct when the last
person to speak it dies.

8 Many languages vanish because most
children learn only the major ones. This is
true even in the U.S., where Native American
languages have suffered because most kids are
taught only English.

9 Researchers with the Enduring Voices
Project have identified endangered-language
“hot spots” around the world. Those are areas
where languages are at risk of disappearing.
Many dying languages have never been written
down. Researchers travel the globe to record
people speaking these languages in the hope
of saving them from going silent.

C.’ “ I

To learn Silbo Gomero, whistlers use their fingers to form different sounds. J
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C Not long after, though, the language started to become endanered3

Define the word endangered as it is used in this sentence. Using details from the text, explain how the
Cherokee language became endangered.

7. According to “Whistle While You Learn” by Laura Modigliani, how did La Gomera’s geography affect the
development of the Silbo Gomero language?

8. PARTA

Which choice best describes the author’s purpose in both articles?
® to explain how children learn new languages
® to compare written languages with spoken ones
© to tell about efforts to save a language at risk
© to describe how new technology can hell) save a language

PART B

Choose one detail from each article that supports your answer in Part A.

“Rescue Mission” “Whistle While You Learn”
® ‘like all American Indian languages, © “In 1999, to keep the language alive, the

Cherokee had long been spoken but not government made it a required subject in
written down.” schools.”

® Regular computer keyboards don’t have ® “An islander’s whistles can be heard from up
Cherokee characters.” to 2 miles away.’

© “To help their ancient language survive, tribal ® “Many dying languages have never been
officials are taking advantage of some new written down.”
tools—computers and iPhones.”

9. Compare how the articles by Natalie Smith and by Laura Modigliani present information about languages.
Label each detail “Smith,” “Modigliani,” or “both” depending on which article it appears in.

The author focuses on a language spoken in the United States.

_________________________________

The author includes a brief history of the language.

The author mentions worldwide efforts to save dying languages.

6. Read this sentence from paragraph 9 of”Rescue Mission” by Natalie Smith.

SCHOLASTIC NEWS EDITION 4
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SECTION 3: WRITING TASK

DIRECTIONS
Refer to the articles “Rescue Mission” and “Whistle While You Learn” to respond to the following

question.

10. Describe how the methods used to protect the Cherokee language and those used to protect Silbo

Gomero were similar. Use details from both articles in your answer.
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SECTION 4 LANGUAGE

DIRECTIONS
This section contains questions about grammar and
Read each question and choose the best response.

11. Which of these sentences uses correct
punctuation?

® I-low often do you visit the dentist.
® How often do you visit the dentist,
© How often do you visit the dentist
© How often do you visit the dentist?

12. Which of the following statements would be
considered a complete sentence if it ended with
a period?

® I sat on the bench
® Students in all grades
© Some of the noisy cats on our block
© Swimming in the pooi with her floaties

13. Which sentence is written correctly?
® There not coming with us.
® They’re not coming with us.
© Their not coming with us.
© Their are not coming with us.

14. Which sentence uses capital letters correctly?
® Nick’s story is titled ‘The Sky is Melting.”
© Nick’s story is titlel “the sky is Melting.”
© Nick’s story is titled “The Sky Is Melting”
© Nick’s story is titled “The sky is melting”

punctuation.

15. Which sentence correctly uses a quotation
from a text?

® The author slates, “Hunger is a problem.”
© The author states ‘Hunger is a problem.”
© “The author states Hunger is a problem.”
@ The author “states,” Hunger is a problem.

16. Which sentence uses the comma correctly?
® I read before, bed but my brother doesn’t.
© I read before bed but, my brother doesn’t.
© I read before bed, but my brother doesn’t.
© I read, before bed but my brother doesn’t

17. Which sentence is written correctly?
® My cousins’s house is close to mine.
® My cousin house is close to mine.
© My cousin’s house is close to mine.
© Mv cousins house is close to mine.

18. Which choice uses quotation marks correctly?
® “Oh,” she said. “I should check

my answers.’’
® “Oh, she said. I should check

my answers.” I© Oh, ‘she said.” I should check
my answers.

© “Oh, she said.” “I should check
my answers”
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EDITION 4

Reading Skills
Practice Test #6

r

Use this practice test to get ready for standardized tests.

Instructions
This test is divided into four sections.

Here are some helpful hints for taking this practice test—or any test:

• Make sure you understand the question ful1 before you answer it.
How? Underline key words. Restate the question in your own words.

• Always refer to the text to find answers. It’s a good idea to go back and
reread parts of the text to answer a question.

• When you finish, check all of your answers. You may find a mistake that
you can correct.

• Most important, relax! Some people get nervous before a test. That’s
normal. Just do your best.
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Don’tJust Stand By
For Nathahevazquez, the bullying started

when she was in third grade. The bully, Katie,*
would boss Nathalie around and spread hurtful
rumors about her at school.

2 This continued for years. By seventh grade,
Kati&s bullying had gotten physical. One day,
she grabbed Nathalie and pushed her into a
trash can in front of other students. Nathalie
was frustrated because so many other
classmates often stood by and watched her
being bullied.

3 “I felt really upset because I didn’t have any
backup,” says Nathalie, who lives in Chula
Vista, California. “I didn’t have anyone who
would help me. I was really alone.”

4 Do Nathalie’s experiences seem familiar?
Studies show that about one out of every three
kids is bullied at school. Bullying includes
everything from hitting and name-calling to
excluding kid on purpose. It also includes
cyherbullying. That’s when someone uses the
Internet to send mean messages or spread
rumors.

Innocent Bystanders?
5 As Nathalie knows, bullying isn’t about just

the victim and the bully Bystanders, the people
who witness bullying, often play an important
role. Experts say bystanders can actually make
a bullying situation worse.

6 ‘If you just stand by and don’t say anything,
the victim doesn’t realize that they have any
support,” says Kim Storey. She’s a bullying-
prevention expert.

7 Experts say that by keeping quiet, bystanders
send the message that a bully’s actions are OK.

Name has been changed to protect the student’s privocy

But that doesn’t have to be the case. Bystanders
actually have more power than they may realize.

8 ‘Research shows that just by stepping in
and saving, ‘Hey that’s not OK, don’t do that,’
the bullying stops in at least half ofthe cases,”
says Storey.

Standing Up
9 Kids who see other kids getting bullied at

school may be afraid to get involved. Stepping
in when a bully is beating up another kid can
he risky. Experts say kids don’t have to go
that far—especially if they don’t feel safe.
Bystanders carl often help with smaller acts.

1D For Nathalie, those kinds of actions went a
long way In seventh grade, a classmate stood up
to Katie and told her to leave Nathalie alone. “It
felt really good,” says Nathalie. “It really helps a
lot, because if there’s one person who stands up,
lothersl are going jto start to do something too.”

Raising Awareness
11 After her classmate finally stood up for

Nathalie, she gained the confidence to speak
up about her bullying experiences. Later that
year, she started an organization to help educate
others about bullying and how to stand up to it.
She named it “No-to-Hate! Stop Bullying.”

12 Nathalie’s organization has worked with
officials at her school. Together, they’ve
hosted assemblies and other events that teach
students about bullying.

13 ‘We want to raise awareness to stop
bullying,” said Nathalie. “We want Ibullying
victimsl to speak up and defend their rights.
No one deserves to feel or be treated that way.”

DIRECTIONS
Read the article. Then answer the questions that follow.
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SECTION 1 READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

1. PART A

What is the author’s purpose?

® to educate readers about the role of bystanders in bullying situations
© to inform readers about cyberbullying
© to persuade readers to talk about bullying and start organizations that help prevent it
© to entertain readers with a story about kids who stood up to bullies
PART B

Which sentence from the article best supports the answer to Part A?

® “That’s when someone uses the Internet to send mean messages or spread rumors.”

© “Bystanders can often help with smaller acts.”

© “By seventh grade, Kati&s bullying had gotten physical.”
© “No one deserves to feel or be treated that wax”

2. Which best describes the main idea of the section “Innocent Bystanders?”

® Bystanders are often the ones to blame for bullying.
® Bullying is not OK, no matter what.
© Bystanders’ actions can have an affect on bullies’ actions.
© Bullying will always stop if bystanders step in.

3. Which conclusion can be drawn about Nathalie’s organization, “No-to-Hate! Stop Bullying”?

® Nathalie’s experiences with bullying gave her the idea for the organization.
® Bullying is no longer a problem at Nathalie’s school, thanks to the organization.
© School leaders have not supported the work of the organization.
© The organization has received more attention than Nathalie expected.

4. Read this sentence from paragraph 4:
“Studies show that about one out of every three kids is bullied at school.’
What is the most likely reason that the author inclued this detail?

® to prove that bullying is not as serious a problerri as it seems
© to show that bullying affects many kids, not just Nathalie
© to support the idea that bystanders can help stop bullying
© to compare bullying at school with bullying in other places

5. The article focuses on Nathalie’s experience with bullying. Describe the problem she faced and how

it was resolved. Use details from the article in your response.
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SECTION 2: READING PAIRED TEXTS 411 SUIt
DIRECTIONS
Read the following two articles about rising sea levels. Then answer the questions on pages Sand 6.

Deep Trouble
Eight inches. That’s how much sea levels

around the x.vorld have risen, on average,
since 1880. Eight inches may not seem like a
lot. But scientists say this increase is having a
big impact worldwide.

2 People along the East Coast in the U.S.
fell the effects of rising sea levels in October
2012. That’s when Hurricane Sandy hit. Severe
flooding from the storm swallowed thousands
of homes and businesses along the coasts of
New York, New Jersey and Connecticut.

3 This disaster may be a sign of things to
come. Many scientists say flooding from big
storms could become more common as sea
levels keep rising.

4 “Water levels that might be reached only
once in a century may now be reached once a
decade,” says scientist Peter Howd.

5 Scientists predict that sea levels could rise
by as much as 4 feet by the end of the centur
As a result, coastal cities like Venice, Italy,
and Miami, Florida, could one day be covered
with water.

A Hotter Planet
6 Scientists say the rise in sea levels is mainly

due to the warming of the planet. Over the
past century Earth’s average temperature has
climbed by about 1.4 degrees Fahrenheit. This
slow rise in temperature is known as global
warming.

Scientists who study how the weather
changes over time are called climate scientists.
Most of them say that human activity is causing

the warm-up. People use fossil fuels to power
their homes and cars. Fossil fuels include
coal, oil, and natural gas. Burning these fuels
releases gases, such as carbon dioxide. These
gases trap heat in Earth’s atmosphere.

A Rising Concern
8 How does a warmer planet affect sea

levels? First, higher temperatures are
causing huge ice sheets and glaciers in
Greenland and Antarctica to melt at record
rates. The melting ice flows into the seas,
causing them to rise.

9 Second, as the planet warms, so do the
seas. When water heats up, it expands and
takes tip more space. This also causes sea
levels to rise.

Future Floods?
10 Thorgh sea levels are rising, climate

scientNts say residents of coastal cities
shouldn’t live in fear. Instead, scientists say,
cities at risk should plan [or the [uture.

11 Some coastal cities have been preparing
for years. For example, New Orleans,
Louisiana, is protected by a system of levees.
These human-made barriers are designed to
hold back rising waters. Experts say careful
planning will make a big difference.

12 “There are things we can do well ahead
of time to make ourselves safer,” says
Howd. ‘We want to start worrying about it
now so that by the time oday’s kidsi have
grandchildren, we’ll be ready.”
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The city ofVenice, Italy, is often called the
“City of Water.” Instead of using cars and roads,
people there travel in boats through a maze of
canals, or waterways.

2 Residents of Venice are used to being
surrounded by water. And floods are simply a
part of life. “You have to wear boots and walk
around in the water if the area where you
live is low enough,” says Fabio Carrera. He’s a
researcher who studies Venice. “It’s something
that •ve’ve lived with for hundreds of years.”

3 But the floods are growing more frequent
and intense. “It’s getting worse,” Carrera says.

Rising seas are a big part of the problem.
Earth’s temperature is slowly increasing. That is
causing sea ice to melt, vhich is a major cause of
the rise in the world’s oceans. The water level in
Venice is now 9 inches higher than it was in 1900.

4 The Italian government is working to save
Venice. By 2017, it plans to finish building a
system of huge floodgates to help hold back
rising waters. -

Blocking With Barriers
S Plans to prevent rising waters from entering

Venice began as early as the 1980s. Engineers
recommended creating a system of giant steel
gates. These gates would lie flat on the seafloor
on most days. But when a high tide approaches,
the floodgates would swing up to keep out the
waters (see How the Floodgates Work).

6 In 2003, the plan, known as MOSE, was
approved and construction began. So far, the
project has required about 4,000 workers and
has cost more than $7 billion.

Ups and Downs
7 When the project is completed, 78 floodgates

will be ready to protect Venice. The gates will be
tall enough to handle the sea-level rise for the

next century, experts say. But not everyone
thinks blocking the waters is the best solution

8 “It’s a very expensive project, and the
benefits, in some people’s minds, don’t
outweigh the cons,” says Carrera.

9 Opponents argue against spending so
much money on what they see as a temporary
solution. Others support the project. They say
that even if sea levels eventually rose too high
for the gates, the project would buy engineers
100 years to develop a longer-term solution.

Testing the Waters
10 In October 2013, engineers tested the

system for the first time. Giovanni Cecconi, an
engineer involved in the project, watched as
the gates lifted one by one, forming a slanted
wall. “I was completely satisfied with the
results,” said Cecconi. Construction continues
on the remaining gates.

SECTION 2 READING PAIRED TEXTS $..

Swamped City
1

How the Floodgates Work

0

______

i 71

:1aiT1N LJj
1. Most of the time, the

floodgates are filled
with water They lie flat
underwater

2. When the tide
rises, machines push
the water out. The
unhinged ends of the
gates float toward
the surface.

3. The gates hold back
the incoming tide.
They’re tall enough
to protect against the
worst predicted floods.

0
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(vere flooding from the storm swallowed thousands of homes and businesses.)
Why does the author use the word swallowed?
® to emphasize the damage caused by flooding
® to help the reader understand how a storm causes flooding
© to show how upset people were after the storm
© to describe how difficult it was to rebuild homes and businesses

7. In the article “Deep Trouble,” reread the section “A Hotter Planet.”
Which best describes how the two paragraphs in this section are related?
@ Paragraph 6 tells readers that Earth is becoming hotter. Paragraph 7 explains the cause of this.
® Paragraph 6 explains that Earth is becoming hotter. Paragraph 7 gives the effects of this.
© Paragraph 6 describes global warming. Paragraph 7 discusses a possible solution for it.
© Paragraph 6 and paragaph 7 compare two different solutions to the problem of rising sea levels.

8. In “Swamped City,” how does the information in the section “How the Floodgates Work” contribute to
your understanding of the text?

Read this sentence from paragraph 3 of “Deep Trouble[”

[Many scientists say flooding from big storms could become more common as sea levels keep risiniD
Which sentence from “Swamped City” best supports this idea?
® “Instead of using cars and roads, people [in Venice travel in boats through a maze of canals,

or waterways.”
® “But when a high tide approaches, the floodgates would swing up to keep out the waters.”
© ‘But the floods lin Venice] are growing more frequent and intense.”
© ‘That is causing sea ice to melt, which is a major cause of the rise in the world’s oceans.”

10. Which conclusion can be drawn from both articles?
® Scientists have no way of preventing disasters that rising sea waters will cause.
© If the floodgates in Venice prove to be successful, other coastal cities will try this solution as well.
© The system of levees in New Orleans is more effective and less costly than the system of

floodgates in Venice.
© Rising sea waters are causing serious problems worldwide, but some cities are taking action to

prevent damage.

6. Read this sentence from paragraph 2 of”Deep Trouble:’
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SECTION 3: WRITING TASK

11. Think about the articles “Deep Trouble” and “Swamped City.” How are the topics of the articles alike?

How is each article’s focus different? Use details from both articles to support your answer.

. I? I.
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SECTION 4 I.ANGUAGE

DIRECTIONS
This section contains questions about grammar and punctuation.
Read each question and choose the best response.

12. Which of these sentences uses the question
mark correctly?

® I can’t see in front of me?
© I wonder what’s for lunch today?
© Can you believe she missed the field trip?
© Try to understand why she acts that way?

13. Which of the following statements would be
considered a complete sentence if it ended with
a period?

® A small brown bag
© Spreading honey on bread
© When doing his laundry
© A grasshopper jumped

14. Which sentence is written correctly?
© The bird makes its own nest.
© The bird makes iCs own nest.
© The bird makes it own nest.
© The bird makes its’s own nest.

15. Which sentence uses capital letters correctly?
© Kei finished reading walk two MOOnS.

© Kei finished reading Walk Two Moons.
© Kei finished reading Walk tao Moons.
© Kei finished reading walk two moons.

16. Which sentence correctly uses a quotation
from a text?

® The author “states,” Listen first.
© The author states “Listen first.”
© “The author states Listen first.”
© The, author states, “Listen first.”

17. Which sentence uses the comma correctly?
© I found the penny so, I will keep it.
© I found the penny so I, will keep it.
© I found the penny, so I will keep it.
© I found the penny so I will, keep it.

18. Which sentence is written correctly?
© My neighbors hamster is missing.
© My neighbor’s hamster is missing.
© My neighbor hamster is missing.
© My neighbors’s hamster is missing.

19. Which sentence uses the word too incorrectly?
© Does this train go too Lincoln Center?
® The line was too long.
© Stephanie should sit with us too.
© I have too many socks.

ScHOLAsTIc NEWS EDITION 4
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Reading Skills

r

Instructions
for Taking This Test.

TIis test is divided into three sections.
Here are some helpful hints for taking this practice test—or any test:

• Read the passages and questions very carefully

• Be sure to fill in the answer bubbles completely Do not make any marks
outside the answer bubbles unless otherwise instructed.

• Check all of your answers and make sure that each is the best answer
to the question asked.

• Most important, RELAX! Some people get nervous before a test.
That is normal. Just do your best.
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SECTION 1: READING UTERATIJRE

DIRECTIONS
Read the story below. Then answer the questions that follow.

from Alice in Wonderland
by Lewis Carroll

(1) Alice was beginning to get ve’ tired
of sitting by her sister on the bank, and of
having nothing to do. Once or twice she had
peeped into the book her sister ;vas reading,
but it had no pictures or conversations in
it, “and what is the use of a book,” thought
Mice, “without pictures or conversations?”

(2) So she was considering in her own
mind (as vell as she could, for the day made
her feel very sleepy and stupid) whether the
pleasure of making a daisy chain would he
worth the trouble of getting tip and picking
the daisies, when suddenly a White Rabbit
with pink eyes ran close by her.

(3) There was nothing so very remarkable
in that, nor did Alice think it so very much
out of the way to hear the Rabbit say to
itself, “Oh dear! Oh dear! I shall be too late!”
But t’hen the Rabbit actually took a watch
out of its waistcoat-pocket and looked at
it and then hurried on, Alice started tI her
feet, for it flashed across her mind that she
had never before seen a rabbit with either
a waistcoat-pocket, or a watch to take out
of it, and, burning with curiosity, she ran
across the field after it and was just in time
to see it pop down a large rabbit-hole,
under the hedge. In another moment, down
went Mice after it!

(4) The rabbit-hole went straight on like
a tunnel for some way and then dipped
suddenly down, so suddenly that Alice had
not a moment to think about stopping
herself before she found herself falling down
what seemed to be a very deep well.

(5) Either the well was very deep, or she
fell very slowly, for she had plenty of time,
as she went down, to look about her. First,

she tried to make
out what she was
coming to, but it
was too dark to see
anything; then she
looked at the sides
of the well and noticed that they were filled
with cupboards and bookshelves; here and
there she saw maps and pictures hung
upon pegs. She took down a jar from one
of the shelves as she passed. It was labeled
‘ORANGE MARMALADE,” but, to her great
disappointment, it was empty; she did not
like to drop the jar, so managed to put it
into one of the cupboards as she fell past it.

(6) Down, down, down! Would the fall
never come to an end? There was nothing
else to do, so Mice soon began talking to
herself. “Dinah’ll miss me very much
tonight, I should think!’ (Dinah was the
cat.) “I hope they’ll remember her sauce of
milk at tea-time. Dinah, my dear, I wish you
were down here with me!” Mice felt that
she was dozing off, when suddenly, thump!
thump! down she came upon a heap of
sticks and dry leaves, and the fall was over.

(7) Mice was not a bit hurt, and she
jumped up in a moment. She looked up,
but it was all dark overhead; before her was
another long passage and the White Rabbit
was still in sight, hurrying down it. There
was not a moment to be lost. Away went
Alice like the wind and was just in time to
hear it sac as it turned a corner, “Oh, my
ears and whiskers, how late it’s getting!”
She was close behind it when she turned
the corneL but the Rabbit was no longer
to be seen.
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SECTION 1: READING LITERATURE

1. Which paragraph best supports the idea that Alice is curious about the Rabbit?

® paragraph 2 © paragraph 6
© paragraph 3 © paragraph 7

2. Read the following passage from paragraph 3 and answer the question below.

But when the Rabbit actually took a watch out of its waistcoat-pocket and looked at it and
then hurried on, Alice started to her feet, for it flashed across her mind that she had never
before seen a rabbit with either a waistcoat-pocket, or a watch to take out of it, and, burning
with curiosity she ran across the field after it

What does the underlined phrase mean in this context?
® Mice stared at her feet. © Mice tripped over her feet.
© Mice stood up quickly © Mice stood lazily

3. Which detail from the text shows that this is a fantasy story?
© “a large rabbit.hole, under the hedge”
© “a White Rabbit with pink eyes ran close by her”
© “the Rabbit actually took a watch out of its waistcoat-pocket”
© “she had peeped into the book her sister was reading”

4. Which sentence best summarizes the text?

© At first Alice is bored, but then she goes on an adventure following the Rabbit.
© Alice is bored by her sister’s book, so she decides to make a daisy chain.
© A talking rabbit is rushing to get somewhere, and he will likely be late.
© Alice is debating whether or not she should follow the Rabbit down the rabbit-hole.

5. What can you concluqe about Alice, based on the information in the passage
Pick as many ideas a are correct.
® She is young enough to enjoy picture books more than chapter books.
© She is not especially curious.
© She cares deeply about her cat.
© She is determined to follow the Rabbit.

6. Is Alice frightened by her unusual experience? Explain your answer using one example from the text.

SCHOLASTIC NEWS Edition 4
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DIRECTIONS
Read the article below and examine the map. Then answer the questions that follow.

School on a Bus
For millions of kids in

India, getting an education
is a big challenge. But in
some parts of the South
Asian country school buses
have come to the rescue,
The buses don’t take kids to
school, though. The buses
are the schools!

are buses being
used as schools? Aithough
India’s economy has
improved greatly in recent
years, millions of people
there still live in poverty
Many kids who live in poor
areas can’t get to schools
that are far away. Other kids
have to work to help
support their families.

To help these children,
the ‘classroom buses”
operate in cities such as
Hyderabad, Mumbai, New

Delhi, and Pune. Like regular
school buses, they go
around and pick up kids.
Each bus has a teacher on board, along with
a blackboard, shelves of books and crayons,
and other supplies. When the buses park, the
lessons begin. The kids range in age from 6 to
14. Grouped by skill level, they learn reading,
writing, math, and more.

Making education available to more people
in India is no easy task. India is home to
1.2 billion people. More than one third are
unable to read and wrIte. But the schools on
wheels are helping to give more kids
opportunities—and hope for a better future.
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SECTION 2: READING INFORMATIONALTEXT

7. which sentence best summarizes the second paragraph?

® Many kids in india live in poverty and are unable to attend school.
© The classroom buses have all the same supplies as regular classrooms.
© Many kids in India have to work to help support their families.
© Many people in India never learned to read or write.

8. Explain two ways that schools on buses help educate children. Use details from the passage
to support your answer.

9. Match each word on the left with the word on the right that has the opposite meaning.

Column A Column B

recent scarce
poverty historic
available wealth

10. Which sentence best explains why the author thinks that the school buses
have “come to the rescue”?

® India is a large country with many students who go to school.
© The school buses pick up students, then park before the lessons begin.
© The buses allow many students who would not receive an

education otherse to go to school.
© The buses are helping transport students to better schools.

11. Which feature on the map best helps your understanding of the article?
® It shows which areas have schools on wheels.
© It shows how far India is from the U.S.
© It shows how close India is to the equator.
© It shows international borders.
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12.A student is writing an opinion paragraph about pizza.
Read the paragraph and the directions that follow.

easy to bake healthy pizza with just a few simple changes to the typical recipe.
Most people think pizza is delicious. However, a typical slice is covered with fatty cheese.
To make pizza healthy, start with a thin crust. It’s lower in calories! Then pile on the
vegetables, for more nutrients, instead of meat. Peppers, mushrooms, and onions taste

cdelcious on pizza, and they’re also great for your health.

Select the best concluding sentence for the paragraph.
® Despite this, cheese and meat usually taste betteL
© So, next time you bake pizza, try making a healthy one.
© You can also make a stew with those same vegetables.
© We should stop eating pizza because it’s unhealthy.

13. Tasha is writing a story for her class. It is about making a new friend.
Read this paragraph from the story and answer the question that follows.

iTen I started at a new school, I was nervous. Part of me wanted to sit and wait silently
for class to end. Then I noticed that a girl was wearing a friendship bracelet. “Did you make
that yourself?” I asked her. I houht the bracelet she explained. Then she asked me if I knew
how to make friendship bracelets. I did! We got together after school, and I showed her how.
That’s how I made a friend on the first day of school.

Which version of the underlined sentence is punctuated correctly? -

0 “I bought the bractlet, she explained.”
© I bought the bracelt, “she explained.”
© I “bought the bracelet,” she explained.
© “I bought the bracelet,” she explained.

14. A student wrote an opinion paragraph about getting along with his sister.
Read the paragraph and the directions that follow.

not eas but I try to get along with my little sister. Sometimes I get frustrated when sh
wants to play with me and I want to read, but I always try to stop reading for a few minutes
to play with her. I also try to respect her opinion. She doesn’t know everything, but she

(ornetimes has good ideas. I want to be a role model because I’m a few years older.

The student wants to add a sentence at the beginning of his paragraph that introduces his topic
and states his opinion. Which is the best sentence for him to use?
0 1 think younger siblings have a responsibility to get along with their older siblings.
© I think older siblings have a responsibility to get along with their younger siblings.
© I think little sisters can be annoying.
© It’s hard not to fight with your siblings.

DIRECTIONS
Read the directions and answer each question that follows.
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SECTION3 EDITINGSKILLS

15. Alice is writing a book report on Everest Book One: The Contest.
Read the beginning of her report and the directions that follow.

Everest Rook One: The Contest is about 20 young mountaineers who want to join a team
to climb Mount Everest. [2] The story is very exciting because no climber knows if he or
she will make it onto the team. [31 The descriptions of icy cliffs and whiteout snowstorms

kshow that only the strongest can survive the climb.

Alice wants to add another detail after sentence 2 in the paragraph.
Which sentence should she add?

® Mount Everest is a naturally exciting topic. © Whiteout snowstorms are terrifying.
© The team can have only four members. © Mount Everest is the tallest mountain.

16. A student is writing a story for class. He needs to correct the punctuation mistakes
in this paragraph. Read the paragraph and answer the question that follows.

([1] It was early in the morning, and there was a wck on the door. [21 Who was it.
[31 \\hen I opened the door, I was surprised. [4] There stood Aunt Rita Uncle José
and my cousin Geraldo. [5] They showed up a day earlier than we had expected.

Which sentences contain punctuation mistakes?

®land2 ©land3 ©2and3 ©2and4

17.A student is writing an informational report about kangaroos.
Read the paragraph from his report and the directions that follow.

(langaroos are a kind of marsupial that live in Australia. Other marsupials include koalas
and possums. One characteristic of marsupials is that they give birth to extremely small or
underdeveloped young. Marsupials carry their young in a front pouch, where the young
crn drink milk and grow strong.

The student wants to add more information about how kangaroos raise their young.
Which book would most likely give the student more information for his report?

® Marsupial Moms © Wally the Pe,forming Kangamo
© Animals of Australia © Photographing the Kangaroo

18. Emmett is writing a letter to his grandmother.

Read part of the letter and answer the question that follows.

rLast week, Dad took me camping at the same spot where he used to go with you and
Grandpa. He point out the river where you used to fish. He said that other than the sound

of traffic, not much had changed.

What change would fix an error in this letter?

® Change used to ue. © Change point to pints.
© Change point to pointed. © Change used to usjn.
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